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he Says

Well another
NARFE national con-
vention has come and
gone. Not much ex-
citement. There were

roughly 800 in atten-
dance which is down
a little from prior
events.

National President
Richard Thissen and National Secretary-
Treasurer Jon Dowie were re-elected
with no opposition as was Region Vice
President William Schackelford.

There were |6 Bylaw resolutions to
be voted upon by electronic ballot. The
National Board was pushing three of
them; two passed, one failed.

The Board was very excited about
the passage of these two measures. | am
not sure they will have much impact at
the local level. One will make chapter
membership optional. There are those
in our midst that tend to believe this
will be our salvation to membership
decline. I am not one of those believers.
Most members do not even know or
care what the local dues are. They will
join if they feel there is benefit for
them. The same goes for attending
chapter meetings. NARFE is experi-
encing the same attrition issues as most
other organizations. When we lose a
member either by death or lapse in
dues payment there is not enough
attention paid by the local chapter to
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either get that member back or replace
those who have passed on. | believe
FERS implementation in the mid - 1980s
had as much to do with membership
drop as did chapter obligation. They both
happened around the same time.

The other measure that passed dealt
with voting procedures at the national
convention. NARFE has operated on a
representative form of governing for
much of its history. This similar to the
way our nation operates with Congress,
except we actually pass a few legislative
measures; not so with Congress. Now
we will have one member, one vote
meaning every NARFE member will have
an opportunity to voice their personal
opinion via mail or electronic ballot prior
to the national conference. | doubt this
will move people to be much more
involved than they are now; much the
same way our national electorate has a
huge uneducated and non-participating
voting block each election cycle. Those
that are interested will get their infor-
mation from articles in the magazine or
on the website and vote accordingly
without the advantage of hearing any
debate (with the exception of some
blogs).

The thing this measure will do is
greatly reduce the size and scope of the
biennial convention (to be called con-
ference). There will be virtually no
business conducted at these conferences,

(Continued on Page 3)
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Changes We Will See Hopefully Will Be Good
Ones And Will Help To Strengthen NARFE

At this year's Nation-
al Convention the Na-
tional Executive Board
(NEB) submitted three
resolutions and two of
those three passed. | be-
lieve the two resolutions
| that passed - the Op-
tional Chapter Member-
ship and One Member
One Vote resolutions - will bring about
big changes in NARFE. | hope the changes
that we see will be good ones and will
help to strengthen NARFE. | have not
seen any specifics on these changes - only
general information. The NEB is meeting
November |5 - 18 and these topics will be
discussed. Hopefully we will receive some-
thing shortly after that with specific in-
formation about these changes and what
we can expect in the future. And speaking
of the National Convention - two of our
delegates from Tennessee, Lynn and
Carlos Henning from Jackson, are pictured
in the November NARFE magazine in the
article about the Convention.

Please remember that our Federation
recruiting incentive awards that began July
I, 2016 continues through December 31,
2016. The Federation will give any mem-
ber a $10 incentive award who recruits a
new member who joins between July |
and December 31, 2016, up to the first
100 new members. Be sure your name
and NARFE membership number (which
you can find on the label of your NARFE
magazine) are shown on the application so
that you will receive credit for the re-
cruitment. In addition, there is also a na-
tional NARFE membership drive from
September | - December 31, 2016. Re-
cruiters will receive $10 from NARFE
Headquarters for each member who joins
between September | and December 31,
2016. Recruiters will also be entered into
a monthly drawing for prizes and for a
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grand prize. Again - be sure your name
and your NARFE membership number are
shown on the application to receive credit
for recruitment. This means when you
recruit a new member who joins between
September | and December 31, 2016 you
will receive $10 from the Federation and
another $10 from NARFE Headquarters.
So get out there and start recruiting!!
There is strength in numbers and we need
NARFE to be strong in the fight to protect
our benefits.

We had approximately 40 people
representing five chapters in attendance at
our Seventh Annual West Tennessee Joint
Chapter Meeting which was held in Jack-
son on August |lth. There were three
candidates (the nominee from the Dem-
ocrat party and two Independents) for the
eighth district Congressional seat who
spoke at the meeting and then there was a
question and answer session. Our mem-
bers asked some very good questions. |
think the candidates were impressed with
the questions asked and the information
that our members supplied to them
regarding issues affecting federal employ-
ees and retirees. The nominee from the
Republican party had a scheduling conflict
and could not attend the Joint Meeting in
August but he spoke at the Jackson
Chapter Meeting in September. The in-
cumbent for the eighth district is not run-
ning for reelection so this was a great
opportunity for our members to meet and
talk with these candidates, one of whom
will likely be elected as our next Con-
gressman.

— Rhonda Mooney
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2017 Convention to Have Exc iting New Information
The Middle Tennessee Chapters ville Internatioml Air-
NARFE, led by Donelson Chapter 157 port, available four
can’t wait to introduce you to the excite- times a day for runs tg
ment of NARFE Federation Conventiothe Opry Mills Shop
2017 at the new Nashville Airport Hilton. ping Cener and Opry
This new Hilton is located &200 Elm land Reort (only min
Hill Pike, Nashville, TN 37214; for reselutes away), and td
vations telephoneg44) 886-4136 shoping and dimg
The Hilton organization has acquire points of interest all
the new Nashville Airport Holiday Inn ir around Nashville.
the Donelson area, brought in their tc Now, what do we mean when we gd
manager from the Hilton Double Tre this convention is all for # members? Thig
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downtown, is in the process of makir
“Hilton” improvements and is planning a
Grand Opening during the months ju
prior to our Convention 2017.

The excitement of this newly renc
vated hotel includes rooms for $119 f
the April 1618, 2017 timeframe (th
averae price of the seven nearby hotels
$162.50), 383 welhppointed guest room:
8,000squarefeet of meeting space, indor
pool with amenities for the disabled, :
meeting rooms, a foustar chef and i
terrific restaurant, elegant lounge with Ii
entertanment, room service, complime
tary high speed Internet, complimente
business center, and complimentary pe
ing. And for those on a fitness kick, it h
an onsite fitness center that opens at
a.m.

There is also a complimentary shlet
every D mirutes to and from the Nash

bers.

and mail

gathering of NARFE Chapter members a
officers will be focused on setting yot
Chapter meetings on fire! Speakers are |
ing selected for the business sessions i
the banquet- evening of April 17 — to in-
form and entertain you focused upon enli
ening chapter meetings and gaining me

Ideas for activities, offers to voluntee
and questions should go to Ed Evan$,
Vice President, 628290342 or narfetine
@gmail.com.

This newsletter contains a Conventio
2017 registration form, so please fill it oy
it the Federation Secretar|
Merilyn Evans, at 808 Sandburg Ple
Nashville, TN 372141051
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Membership
Chairman
Vacant

— Ed Evans
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eevans@naitieorg

6159205867
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so the attendance will suffer greatly. It w daisical attitude toward membership
still give merhers an opportunity to get will write our destiny as an orgazation.

One final thought: It is not too early tc
be thinking of attending the Tenness
Federation Convention.
ment. | am still of the mindsahat mem  April 17-18, 2017 at the Nédsville Airport
Details are elsewhere in thi

together with long time NARFE friend
and haveahuge reunion.
Let’s go back to membership for a mo-

bership is the backbone of any orgar Hotel.
zation. Without strong membership newsletter.
trends it makes no difference what th

structure looks like. Also, it is each an

every current member’s obligation to push

membership. We cannot expect the n:

tional office to be our sole source foi
memnbership recruitment. | am afraid if w

continue with the curent trend of lacka

731-784-0675
jhenderson@narfetn.org
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It will be hel

— Larry Minniea
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1401 Highcrest Cou
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