
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhonda Mooney 

     Our 2017 Fed-
eration Conven-
tion in Nashville 
was a great one! 
The Donelson 
chapter did an 
awesome job. The  
hotel was very 
nice and we were 
fortunate to have 

NARFE Legislative Director Jessica 
Klement as our keynote speaker. 
She is a dynamic speaker and 
provided a lot of timely and useful 
information. Other guests were Reg-
ion X Vice President Bill Shackelford 
and Region X Alzheimer's Coordi-
nator Donna Shackelford. They both 
shared a lot of good information.  
Our own Ed Evans did an out-
standing presentation on "How to 
Set Your Chapter on Fire". Thank 
you to the convention committee, 
committee chairs, delegates, and 
members for making this a great 
convention. Also thank you to the 
Murfreesboro chapter for hosting the 
Hospitality Room.  
     I am honored and appreciate the 
opportunity to serve as your Feder-
ation President. I really enjoyed 
working with the west Tennessee 
chapters for the past four years and 
I am happy for this opportunity to 
continue working with the Federation 
Executive Board (FEB) as we serve 

all the chapters and members in 
Tennessee.  I would like to thank Larry 
Minniear for his service as our 
Federation President for the past two 
years.  We have three new members 
on the FEB - Wayne Baker is our 2nd 
Vice President, Billy (B J) Godwin is 
our 3rd Vice President, and Yvonne 
Hamilton is our Membership Chair.  
We have not had anyone in the 
membership chair position for the past 
several years so I am excited that 
Yvonne has stepped up to serve in that 
position. Welcome to our new FEB 
members and thank you to our 
returning members for your continued 
service. 
     There is a lot happening in NARFE 
and we will do our best to keep you 
informed. If you have not already pro-
vided your email address to NARFE, 
please consider doing so. You can 
then opt to receive timely legislative 
updates from NARFE's Legislative 
Department and there are prepared 
letters on the website that you can 
send to your elected representatives.  
It will also be helpful when your 
chapter and the federation need to get 
information to you.  
     James Glenn mentioned some of 
the threats to our benefits in his article.  
We need to be vigilant and contact our 
elected officials and ask them to pro-
tect our hard earned benefits. It is even 
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Proposed Bylaws Amendment… 
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no plans for discussion nor an 
opportunity for members to submit 
questions or make comments in 
the magazine. I asked if questions 
and concerns of those not in favor 
of the proposed amendment 
would be included or addressed 
but I still don't have the answer to 
that. Also, there will be no return 
envelope included in the maga-
zine. I had hoped that there would 
be a postage paid envelope but 
even if it isn't postage paid I be-
lieve a self-addressed envelope 
would have been helpful. Those 
with email will have the choice of 
voting by mail or going to a 
website to vote. I believe the 
OMOV voting procedure needs to 
be tweaked and I hope to discuss 
that at the Joint NEB/FPs' Meeting 
next week. 
     After discussion with our Ten-
nessee Federation Board mem-
bers, I emailed Region X Vice 
President Bill Shackelford and 
asked him to vote against the re-
vised resolution (which in essence 

would allow any future 2nd term 
national president to ask per-
mission from the NEB and, if 2/3 of 
the NEB were in favor, that pres-
ident could run for a third term).  I 
also asked him to vote to rescind 
the initial referendum and it was 
rescinded at the NEB meeting July 
6th. The revised resolution will be 
voted on next week.    
     I hope this information will be 
helpful if the amendment does 
come up for vote. I will share the 
information that I receive at the 
Joint NEB/Federation Presidents' 
Meeting with all our Federation 
Board members and chapter pres-
idents as soon as possible after 
the meeting. I will also include that 
information in the next Federation 
Newsletter. Please feel free to 
contact me or any of our Board 
members if you have any ques-
tions. 

Rhonda Mooney 
Federation President 

731 267-2336 
rmooney@narfetn.org      
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Franklin, TN 37067 
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We’re All in This Healthcare Maze Together  

  

 

     During the early, dangerous years 
of our nation’s foundation, Benjamin 
Franklin was quoted as warning, “We 
must, indeed, all hang together or, 
most assuredly, we shall all hang 
separately.” 
     While the times are very different 
now, as my Galaxy S8 continually re-
minds me, yet there remains danger 
afoot for many of us. 
     American Federal retirees are 
moving into a very dangerous period, 
even now. Just how dangerous seems 
to depend upon which political party 
you belong to and support. Each has 
its dire expectations. 
     Even most of those who originally 
supported the Affordable Care Act, 
aka Obamacare, agree it has terminal 
problems. Here in Tennessee only 
one insurer is covering individual 
plans in most counties. And Tennes-
see’s decision not to expand Medicare 
is a real problem to those needing 
hospital care. 
     A version of the American Health 
Care Act has been passed by the U.S. 
House of Representatives, but the 
Senate leaders have as well as said 
they will take it under advisement and 
write their own bill. 
      At least the new bill passing the 
House includes an $8 billion high-risk 
pool for those with pre-existing con-
ditions. That will be a lifesaver for 
millions of us. 
     Meanwhile, we the people, regard-
less of political leanings, we have 
accidents, come down with illnesses, 
and we need healthcare attention that 
will not financially crush us, making us 
homeless, putting us out on the street. 
     There has been discussion about 
alternatives such as a system where 
the government pays and controls all 
doctors, hospitals and medical 
decisions. If you think that will work, 
take time to talk to a military veteran. 
We already have that system through 

the Veterans Ad-
ministration. Be pre-
pared for some dis-
turbing stories. 
     There is also the 
faith-based system, 
which has been a-
round for a while 
and seems to be 
expanding among religious groups. 
Basically, as friends and neighbors, 
you make medical decisions for and 
pay for one another. 
     Finally, there is the public market 
system which says that public need 
and availability will determine prices. 
But government is not involved except 
to guarantee equitable treatment to all. 
     All these plans are still hovering 
over our heads like some big cloud 
formation and we have yet to learn if 
the result is rain or sunshine. 
     Most of this is not news to you. But 
what I suggest is that we who belong 
to NARFE rest in a most precipitous 
position to insure our members do not 
fall through the cracks. Of course, our 
first line of defense is the health plan 
with which we retired. But even some 
of these carriers are having to change 
fees and services. 
     But, most important, is that second 
line of defense – you. The chapter 
members are in a special position to 
check on one another, to share infor-
mation about new and old healthcare 
programs. Two heads are always bet-
ter than one when it comes to solving 
difficult situations. 
     I suggest chapter members close 
ranks with other members, especially 
those who are home-bound and can’t 
get out. An active chapter telephone 
committee can work wonders through 
keeping keeping in touch with mem-
bership, helping where help is needed, 
and providing good counsel as 
needed. 

 

Ed Evans 
  

 

 

Joan Gates 
 

 

NARFE Members Fight Alzheimer’s Together 
     Our Alzheimer’s supporters have 
been wonderful, and all of us should 
give ourselves a big THANK YOU 
because our total raised for the year 
2016 was $9,116.96 with three 
chapters giving over $1,000.00.  The 
Cleveland Chapter No. 860 won the 
Weida White Tolly Memorial Award 
Trophy for having the highest per 
capita of $44.16, and the Certificate 
for the Highest Total of Donations 
$1,896.71.  Two other chapters had 
over $1,000.  Knoxville Chapter No. 
204 had $1,623.00, and Dickson 
Chapter No. 727 had $1,161.00.  
Trophies were also presented to them 
for their generous donations. 
     Our Silent Auction/Raffle at the 
convention was an enormous suc-
cess.  We had such wonderful things.  
Some them we raffled off and others 
we let the people bid on them. I cannot 
begin to tell you about all the items, 
but we had a beautiful handmade 
quilt; a gorgeous crocheted red rose 
throw that everyone wanted to win; a 
lady from the Dickson Chapter 
crocheted a lovely queen size bed-
spread which was beyond description.  

There was a fountain, 
a quilt and shams, and 
of course Larry Hen-
derson made sure no 
one else got the YETI 
cup, and then got the 
coffee pot to go with it. 
     I could not do this 
without your support, 
and the help of Mack 
and Pat Stanley, and 

Office 

Inspirational 

Posters . . .  
(Continued from Page 10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Gates who worked with me to 
make the Silent Auction/Raffle a 
success. 
     I am so proud to be your Alz-
heimer’s Coordinator, and I would like 
everyone to remember when we 
make our donations that we are the 
only Alzheimer’s group that 100% of 
our donations go to Alzheimer’s 
Research for an end to the dreadful 
disease. 
 

     – Joan Gates  
Alzheimer’s Coordinator 
341 Eaton Village Trace 

Lenoir City, TN 37771-8705 
865-986-7526 

mjoan20@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 In Memory of 
 

 

Former NARFE Tennessee  

Federation Newsletter Editor  

(Continued on page 4) 

If you don’t know 

where you are going, 

any road will get you 

there. 
  

Dear NARFE Friends, I wanted to let 
you all know that my father Max Coats 

passed away. He was very 
dedicated to NARFE and its mission, and I know he was sad to step down when his 
Parkinson’s worsened.  He was very proud of his military service in the U.S. Army 

and his civil service with the Department of Defense.  His family is sure gonna’ miss 
him!  If you would like to view his obituary, go to: http://www.oakley-
cook.com/m/obituaries/Max-Coats/Memories.             Lisa Varney                                     

Max W. Coats, age 81, of Piney Flats, Tenn., passed away on Monday, May 8, 
2017, at his residence. Mr. Coats was born on February 2, 1936, in Wellsville, New 

York, son of the late Wade Ingley Coats and Vera Leslie Gorton Coats. After 
graduation from High School, Mr. Coats served in the United States Army. He 

served three years in Hokkaido, Japan, and served a four-year apprenticeship at 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. After ten years at Portsmouth, he 

transferred to Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, California for 23 years.                                                        
Mr. Coats retired in 1991. 

 

Max Coats 

http://www.oakley-cook.com/m/obituaries/Max-Coats/Memories
http://www.oakley-cook.com/m/obituaries/Max-Coats/Memories
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931-473-5074 
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Membership Chairman  

Yvonne Hamilton 

4008 Lake Parkway 

Hermitage, TN 37076-3129 

615-883-3421 

hopeyag@comcast.net 

  

Immediate Past  

President 

Larry Minniear 

1401 Highcrest Court 

Hixson TN 37343-4320 

423-875-5612 

lrminniear@epbfi.com 

 

Alzheimer’s 

Chairwoman 

Joan Gates 

341 Eaton Village Trace 

Lenoir City, TN 37771-8705 

865-986-7526 

jgates@narfetn.org 

  

NARFE-PAC Chairman 

Charles Thompson 

579 Arrington Ave. 

Memphis, TN 38107-3830 

901-526-6018 

cthompson@narfetn.org 
 

         (Continued on Page 4) 

 

New 3rd Vice President Speaks at Chapter 870 
      I visited with the 

Clarksville Chapter 
870 after the 61st 
Annual Convention 
to share in their com-
mittee reports. 
     I encouraged the 
chapter members 
present to choose 
NARFE and Chapter 
referring to the on-

 
     If this is some-
thing you are will-
ing to do, please 
send me your e-
mail address. I will 
also need your 
postal information 
so I can compare 
it to the national 
mailing list. Fill out 

Protect the Future: Get Back to the Basics  
      First let me say 

“Thank you” to all 
that contributed to 
making the 2017 
Convention a suc-
cess. Each and 
everyone who at-
tended played an 
important role in 
making this one a 
memorable one. 

on the NARFE application for mem-
bership. As a retired CSRS em-
ployee, I am especially concerned 
about those that are current “Active” 
employees.  
     We each know why we became a 
member of this organization and 
should always be prepared to share 
with others “your story” or the num-
erous opportunities that membership 
will afford them.   
     I would like to think that someone 
is just waiting for you to share, ask 
them to belong and maybe even 
willing to serve!   
     Looking forward to seeing what 
we can do together. 

 – Yvonne Hamilton, Membership 
4008 Lake Parkway 

Hermitage, TN 37076-3129 
615-417-2926 

hopeyag@comcast.net 
 
 

     I am excited to work with everyone 
to make this an exciting time of 
“swelling the ranks”, or in other words, 
to increase our numbers in each 
Chapter.   
     As I read, research and contemplate 
my next move, I am moved to “get back 
to the basics” of recruitment. There is a 
great amount of “heart-felt” feelings 
within me when I see the words of the 
caption above.  These words are also 

 
Yvonne Hamilton 
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To Economize, Choose to Receive Your Newsletter Via Email 

     First, I would like to thank every-
one for their help in making the 2017 
Convention here in Nashville such a 
success. Without question and with-
out hesitation, our members stepped-
up and volunteered. Many long-
vacant positions have now been filled. 
It warmed my heart. 
     Due to rising costs, and a lot of 
brain-storming, it has been suggested 
that we offer the newsletter to as 
many members as possible via email 
rather than through the mail. Fear not. 
If you do not have email or access to 
a computer, you will still receive your 
newsletter in the mail, but we are 
hopeful a majority of our members will 
choose to receive the newsletter by 
email to save on postage and printing 
costs. 

When we all work 
together, everyone wins. 

 

Merilyn Evans 
 

the form below and mail it to me or 
send me the information in an email. 
Thank you ahead of time for your 
timely response. 

 – Merilyn Evans 
Federation Secretary 
808 Sandburg Place 

Nashville, TN 37214-4051 
615-872-8978 

Merilyn9716@aol.com 

 

Name_________________________________________________________ Phone #_______________________  
 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City____________________________________________________State_______Zip_______________________  
 

Email address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Billy J. Godwin 

  

 

 

line redacted renewal application notice. I also spoke concerning retention 
and recruiting. 
     The two members speaking are Mr. Joe Couch and Mrs. Merry Nell 
Wooten, giving their report from the committees they served on during the 
convention.           – B.J. Godwin, Federation 3rd Vice President 
                        111 Cherokee Drive, Jackson, TN 38301-3558, 731-425-3558 
                  bjgodwin2001@yahoo.com 
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Newsletter Editor 

Merilyn Evans 
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615-872-8978 
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Network Coordinator 

Ronnie Collins 

118 Ballenger Road 

Carthage, TN 37030-2981 
615-735-2486 home 

615-489-7796 cell 

rcollins@narfetn.org 

  

Service Officer  

Larry Cunningham 

10117 Arnold Lane 

Mascot, TN 37806-1525 

865-933-0229 

lcunningham@narfetn.org 

 

State Legislative 

Officer 

James Glenn 

120 Windrift Court 

McMinnville, TN 37110-3716 

931-473-5074 

jglenn@narfetn.org 
 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

Nashville’s Corps of Engineers Deep Water Boys 
entertained at the Convention Banquet. 
                                            Photo by Kathy Nash 
 

 

 

A Photo by Larry Minniear at a Chapter 
108 meeting. The speaker was Greg 
Martin, County Commissioner for 
Hamilton County. He spoke on 
Alexander Hamilton. Very interesting 
presentation. 
 

 

 
At the Convention Ban-
quet Dr. Van Richmond, a 
Motivation Speaker, chose 
the convention theme 
“Lighting Your Chapter on 
Fire” for his highly enter-
taining speech.  
            Photo by Ed Evans 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR CHAPTER MEETINGS 
 

Pictured are representatives of NARFE’s Affinity Partners, GEHA, Blue 
Cross/Blue  Shield Tennessee, United Healthcare,  APWU Health Plan, and 
Aetna. Photo by Ed Evans 

 

Members of Donelson Chapter 1576 hosted their annual picnic 
this past June. Special guests included former Federation 
Treasurer Marie Anglin and current Federation President 
Rhonda Mooney sitting on the left with Yvonne Hamilton and 
Bob Miller and Oscar Krosnes on the right.    Photo by Ed Evans 
 

The Prez Says … 
(Continued from page 1) 
more important now that we all work 
hard to recruit new members. The 
more members we have, the louder 
our voice will be heard on Capitol Hill.  
We also need to work hard to retain 
the members that we have. You may 
want to consider dues withholding - 
that is a way to save 15% on national 
dues and there is also a savings for 
multi-year renewals. I'm sure you will 
be hearing more from our new Mem-
bership Chair with ideas to aid in our 
recruiting and retention efforts. 
     Major changes for NARFE in the 
last year include the passage of 
Optional Chapter Membership 
(OCM) and One Member One Vote 
(OMOV) at the National Convention 
in August 2016. Implementation of 
OCM and OMOV at the Federation 
level will require revisions to our 
Federation Bylaws. The Federation 
Board will be discussing this at our 
Board Meeting in August. As you 
have probably read in the NARFE 
magazine, Barbara Sido was hired as 
NARFE's Executive Director in May.  
She has a very impressive resume 
and I believe we will see good things 
from her. I will be attending the Fed-
eration Presidents' Meeting in July 
and I hope to come away with a lot of 
current and useful information. Bar-
bara Sido will be at that meeting and 

I look forward to meeting and talking 
with her.  
     Many of you received the email 
"Open Letter to All NARFE Members in 
Region X" from Region X Vice Presi-
dent Bill Shackelford. In this email, he 
explained a proposed resolution that 
would permit current NARFE National 
President Richard Thissen to run for 
one more term of office as President. 
Currently the term limit for NARFE 
National President is two consecutive 
two-year terms and Richard Thissen is 
now in his second term. This resolution 
would permit him to run for a third term.  
Immediate Past National President Joe 
Beaudoin sent an open letter to the 
National Executive Board (NEB) 
stating the reasons he believes this is 
not a good idea. Some of you may 
have received a copy of his email.  In a 
separate article in this newsletter titled 
"Proposed Bylaws Amendment," I will 
provide information regarding this 
resolution. I have received many e-
mails regarding this from several folks 
in addition to Bill Shackelford and Joe 
Beaudoin. It is my goal to provide in-
formation that you can use to make an 
informed decision. My thoughts on the 
subject will be included but I encourage 
each of you to make your own decis-
ion. 
     It's not too early to start making 
plans to attend the 2018 Federation 
Convention which will be held in 
Jackson on April 16 and 17, 2018. The 
Jackson chapter has already begun 
the planning and are looking forward to 
seeing a lot of you there – so mark your 
calendars now! 
     Again, I thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve as your Federation 
President.  

– Rhonda Mooney 
 Federation President 

351 Hwy. 45W, Humboldt, TN 38343 
731 267-2336 

rmooney@narfetn.org      
 

 
 

We’re All in This… 
(Continued from page 2) 
     Consider the welfare of one 
another. Hemingway put it rather 
explicitly when he wrote, “Ask not for 
whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.” 
We’re all in this together, folks. Let’s 
do what we can to ensure we all 
come through it together. 

Ed Evans 
Federation 1st Vice President 

808 Sandburg Place 
Nashville, TN 37214-4051 

615-429-0342 narfetime@gmail.com  
 
 

Pictured to the left, Cleve-
land Chapter 860 accept-
ed the Weida White Tolly 
Memorial Award Trophy 
for having the highest per 
capita of $44.16 from 
Federation Alzheimer’s 
Chair Joan Gates. 
            Photo by Ed Evans 

mailto:narfetime@gmail.com
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 Proposed Budget Cuts Will Force All into Action 
     As we have been told, this was 
going to be tough year and would 
probably be even tougher next year. 
As Jessica told us at the convention, 
the top priorities would be healthcare 
this year, tax reform next year, and 
everything would hit us after that. 
Now it seems that we will have no 
reprieve and the president’s budget 
includes deeper cuts than have been 
proposed before and are targeting 
employees and retirees more than 
any other time in history. COLAs 
eliminated for FERS retirees and 
reduced for CSRS retirees by .5% 
each year. Increased contribution to 
annuities of one per cent per year, 
FERS annuity supplement elimi-
nated, and the highest five years 
used instead of three. 
     The good news is that no one 
(even OMB director Mick Mulvaney) 
thinks all of these proposals will pass. 
The bad news is that even if some of 
them pass, it will take away earned 
benefits from and break the contract 
we made when we started working 
years ago.  As our President Richard 
Thissen stated: “Every day federal 
employees and retirees put our 
country first. This budget is a giant 
leap in the wrong direction!” 
     What can we do about it? Exactly 
what we have done in the past, only 
more so.  Speak up, but we must 
have everyone on board and it will 
take an extra effort from us all. Send 
your letters, encourage your friends 
and former coworkers to join in the 
fight (yes, it will be a battle because 
there a strong group in DC who want 
to cut back on everything, no matter 
who it affects). 
     As I have stated before, I think our 
biggest problem as a country is the 
growing national debt. The result of 
two wars and the economic buyout 
have left us with a staggering amount 
of debt and our legislators are trying 

pay back the gov-
ernment with cuts 
to federal agen-
cies which is just 
not enough make 
a difference. Re-
member, employ-
ees and retirees 
have already con-
tributed $120 

8 

billion toward lowering the debt and 
enough is enough. Let your legislator 
know how you feel. We can hope 
there are still some members in 
Congress with principles who will 
vote with conviction for the fair and 
equitable result when it counts.  
     NARFE headquarters will still be 
watching and addressing threats as 
they materialize but still will rely on 
us to let our legislators know what is 
important to us, which issues matter, 
and it will affect the vote! 
     As always, learn as much as you 
can and do take actions when re-
quested to by NARFE headquarters. 

– James Glenn 
Legislative Chairman 

120 Windrift Court 
McMinnville, TN 37110-3716 

931-473-5074 
jaglenn@blomand.net 

  
 
 

 

Jim Glenn 
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Larry Minniear 
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To Receive Your Federation 
Newsletter by e-mail, send your 

e-mail address to: 
Merilyn9716@aol.com 

Please include your street address 
so we can take you off of our postal 
mailing list for the newsletter. Also, 
please include your telephone 
number should we encounter a 
problem. 
     The more members who sign up, 
the more we will be able to save in 
mailing costs. 
 

Thank you, thank you, 

thank you! 
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Opening Ceremonies Color Guard for the 
2017 Convention.          Photo by Kathy Nash 
 
 
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR CHAPTER MEETINGS 

From left to right are Federation Legislative Chair 
James Glenn, National Director of Legislation Jessica 
Klement, and Region X Vice President Bill Shackelford 
updating the Convention attendees on what is hap-
pening in Washington, D.C.            Photo by Ed Evans 
 

To the right is Convention Opening 
Ceremonies Speaker Evans Freeman, 
Field Representative for Senator Lamar  
     Alexander.             Photo by Ed Evans 
 

 
From left to right are Federation Net-
work Coordinator Ronnie Collins in-
structing 2017 Convention attendees 
on how to set up a website for your 
chapter, Region X VP Bill Shackelford, 
National Alzheimer’s Chair Donna 
Shackelford and Convention Parlia-
mentarian John Cushenberry. 
                                Photo by Ed Evans 
 

 
Shown above: one of the guest 
speakers at the Opening Cere-
monies of the 2017 Convention 
was Jennifer Vedral-Baron, VA 
Director, Tennessee Valley 
Healthcare System. She is pic-
tured at the podium. To the left 
is Convention Master of Cere-
monies Yvonne Hamilton and to 
the right are National Legislative 
Director Jessica Klement, Reg-
ion X VP Bill Shackelford and 
National Alzheimer’s Chair 
Donna Shackelford.  

          Photo by Ed Evans  

mailto:Merilyn9716@aol.com


 

 

  
We Will Survive If We Volunteer and Work Together  
     First things first.  Let me introduce myself as 
one of the "New kids on the block", as a Vice 
President of the Tennessee Federation. This 
means I am in the process of learning my duties 
to the chapters in East Tennessee. I haven't 
visited any of my Chapters yet, but do have some 
visits scheduled. I am an active member of 
Chapter 204 in Knoxville, try to attend all of the 
meetings and Federation Conventions. The thing 
that has surprised me the most is the closing of 
Chapters throughout the state. In East Ten-
nessee, we will be closing three more Chapters 
soon, unless something can be worked out. I tend 
to be intellectually curious and wonder why. 
Maybe this comes from spending 27 years as a 
Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, as I think about the cause and 
effect. There are no easy answers to declining 
participation by our members at Chapter meetings 
and activities. Of course, we are not alone in this 
decline. Every organization suffers from the same 
malady. However, I think the advent of what I call 
"Personal" Technology is removing the need for 
"socialization", and the growth of E members. It 
remains to be seen what will be the end result of 
this phenomenon for our Federation and our 
National Organization.  
     Your Federation Officers hope to meet on a 
regular basis, either in person, by phone, or email. 
Our objective is to serve you! Before each 
meeting, we research and provide input on topics 

under discussion. During the 
meetings we discuss the 
agenda items and take ap-
propriate action. As a board, we 
are aware that many, if not all, 
Chapters need more members 
to become involved. If you are 
not actively supporting your 
Chapter and want to, contact 
your Chapter Officers or Fed-
eration Officers to find out how 

you can help. I have learned the primary reason 
for Chapter closings is the lack of volunteers to 
serve as a Chapter Officer. Without enough 
volunteers, Chapter Officers may try to do every-
thing themselves.  This doesn't allow time for 
them to do their best work and leads to burnout. 
When you see a job that needs to be done, 
volunteer to do it. Then invite a fellow member 
who hasn't been active to help. That invitation 
may be all it takes to get that member involved 
and build a friendship. I think I speak for the 
Federation Officers in saying we will help in any 
way possible. By working together, we will survive 
and grow. 
 

– Wayne Baker 
2nd Vice President 

4321 Beechwood Road 
Knoxville, TN 37920-6013 

abaker@narfetn.org                                                                                 
865-406-7868 

 
 

 

 

A. Wayne Baker 
 

 

 

Service Officer: What You and Members Need to Know 
a      The chapter service officer's 

primary duty is to be responsive 
to members' questions and 
needs, particularly in the area of 
federal benefits. The position 
exists for the purpose of having 
an individual nearby in the 
community who is knowledge-
able about federal benefits and 
procedures, who can assist 
members who may be having 
difficulty trying to contact federal 

     The F-100, "’BE PREPARED FOR LIFE'S 
EVENTS’ What Your Survivors Should Know” is 
also furnished by the service officer. The purpose 
of the guide is to help you organize your personal 
and financial information in one location so your 
survivors will have the information they will need 
to handle your affairs upon your death. While 
one's death is a difficult topic to discuss, reviewing 
this information with your family will help them to 
understand the steps they will need to take. You 
should ensure that your family members review 
this guide with you and know where it is located. 
You should also review this guide periodically to 
ensure the information is up-to-date. 
     Contact your local Chapter Service Officer for 
any additional services they provide. We have 
some very good Service Officers in Tennessee 
and they are there to serve.   

 
– Larry Cunningham  

Federation Service Officer 
10117 Arnold Lane 

Mascot, TN 37806-1525 
865-933-0229  

larrycunningham@narfetn.org 
 
 

agencies for help with a particular problem. These 
may include civil service retirement matters, 
Social Security and federal insurance programs, 
including the Federal Employees Health Benefit 
Program (FEHBP) and Medicare. 
     Another important duty that service officers 
provide is to furnish chapter members with up-to-
date information on changes in federal retirement, 
health and life insurance benefits. This includes 
sharing information on the annual Federal 
Benefits Open Season when it becomes 
available, as well  as  any  changes  in  the  federal  
    benefit laws, regulations and rules. 

 

Larry  
Cunningham 
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By Federation President Rhonda Mooney 
     I want to share with you the most recent 
information that I have regarding a proposed by-
laws amendment. The information that I am 
providing is the latest as of July 7 when this article 
was prepared.    
     First, some background information:  The 
Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) initially sent 
to the National Executive Board (NEB) a pro--
posed amendment to the National Bylaws that 
would permit current NARFE National President 
Richard Thissen to seek a third term. This was to 
have been a one-time exception for the current 
President and would revert back to the two 
consecutive terms limit afterward. The NEB ap-
proved the use of a special referendum to allow 
the amendment to go forward for a vote by the full 
NARFE membership and stated it was neither 
endorsing nor not endorsing the amendment; 
they just approved it going to the membership for 

vote via special referendum with a cost of be-
tween $22,000 and $35,000. The SPC then 
revised the proposed amendment to say, in part, 
“The president shall not serve more than two (2) 
consecutive terms in that office, except that the 
president may request permission from the Na-
tional Executive Board to run for a third con-
secutive term. Such permission shall require a 
two-thirds vote of the NEB and the vote shall be 
taken by ballot.” At an NEB meeting via Go To 
Meeting on July 6, the NEB voted to rescind their 
approval of the initial referendum and voted to 
discuss the revised resolution at the Joint 
NEB/Federation Presidents' Meeting the following 
week in Jacksonville. The discussion at this meet-
ing will include input from Federation Presidents. 
     The reasons given by the SPC for requesting 
this bylaws amendment included:  it would allow 
the current president to leverage important 
relationships built on Capitol Hill and that he has 

(Continued on page 7) 

been a lobbyist for six years and is known as the 
Face of NARFE on Capitol Hill.  Also, that a third 
term would allow him to facilitate the transition of 
the new NARFE Executive Director.   
     There were immediate concerns and op-
position to this proposed bylaw change including 
from Immediate Past National President Joe 
Beaudoin and Past National President Margaret 
Baptiste as well as many members. Some of the 
concerns that have been voiced by many 
include:  this sets a bad precedent, Jessica 
Klement and NARFE's Legislative Department 
are considered by those on Capitol Hill to be the 
face of NARFE, and even without a third term 
current president Richard Thissen will be in office 
until November 1, 2018 so that should be 

sufficient time for a successful transition for the 
new Executive Director.  
     My guess is that, if the NEB approves the 
revised proposed amendment going to the 
membership for a vote, the ballot and information 
about the resolution will be in the September 
magazine. It has been stated that this would be 
the first test of the One Member One Vote 
(OMOV) procedure. Since this is a new pro-
cedure I asked several questions regarding the 
voting process under OMOV so that I could share  
with our members. The questions I asked were 
specific to this vote and some of the answers I 
received were disturbing. I inquired as to how 
discussion will occur and was told that there were 

(Continued on page 12) 
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 Proposed Budget Cuts Will Force All into Action 
     As we have been told, this was 
going to be tough year and would 
probably be even tougher next year. 
As Jessica told us at the convention, 
the top priorities would be healthcare 
this year, tax reform next year, and 
everything would hit us after that. 
Now it seems that we will have no 
reprieve and the president’s budget 
includes deeper cuts than have been 
proposed before and are targeting 
employees and retirees more than 
any other time in history. COLAs 
eliminated for FERS retirees and 
reduced for CSRS retirees by .5% 
each year. Increased contribution to 
annuities of one per cent per year, 
FERS annuity supplement elimi-
nated, and the highest five years 
used instead of three. 
     The good news is that no one 
(even OMB director Mick Mulvaney) 
thinks all of these proposals will pass. 
The bad news is that even if some of 
them pass, it will take away earned 
benefits from and break the contract 
we made when we started working 
years ago.  As our President Richard 
Thissen stated: “Every day federal 
employees and retirees put our 
country first. This budget is a giant 
leap in the wrong direction!” 
     What can we do about it? Exactly 
what we have done in the past, only 
more so.  Speak up, but we must 
have everyone on board and it will 
take an extra effort from us all. Send 
your letters, encourage your friends 
and former coworkers to join in the 
fight (yes, it will be a battle because 
there a strong group in DC who want 
to cut back on everything, no matter 
who it affects). 
     As I have stated before, I think our 
biggest problem as a country is the 
growing national debt. The result of 
two wars and the economic buyout 
have left us with a staggering amount 
of debt and our legislators are trying 

pay back the gov-
ernment with cuts 
to federal agen-
cies which is just 
not enough make 
a difference. Re-
member, employ-
ees and retirees 
have already con-
tributed $120 

8 

billion toward lowering the debt and 
enough is enough. Let your legislator 
know how you feel. We can hope 
there are still some members in 
Congress with principles who will 
vote with conviction for the fair and 
equitable result when it counts.  
     NARFE headquarters will still be 
watching and addressing threats as 
they materialize but still will rely on 
us to let our legislators know what is 
important to us, which issues matter, 
and it will affect the vote! 
     As always, learn as much as you 
can and do take actions when re-
quested to by NARFE headquarters. 

– James Glenn 
Legislative Chairman 

120 Windrift Court 
McMinnville, TN 37110-3716 

931-473-5074 
jaglenn@blomand.net 
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To Receive Your Federation 
Newsletter by e-mail, send your 

e-mail address to: 
Merilyn9716@aol.com 

Please include your street address 
so we can take you off of our postal 
mailing list for the newsletter. Also, 
please include your telephone 
number should we encounter a 
problem. 
     The more members who sign up, 
the more we will be able to save in 
mailing costs. 
 

Thank you, thank you, 

thank you! 

 
 

 
Vietnam Veterans of America served us as 
Opening Ceremonies Color Guard for the 
2017 Convention.          Photo by Kathy Nash 
 
 
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR CHAPTER MEETINGS 

From left to right are Federation Legislative Chair 
James Glenn, National Director of Legislation Jessica 
Klement, and Region X Vice President Bill Shackelford 
updating the Convention attendees on what is hap-
pening in Washington, D.C.            Photo by Ed Evans 
 

To the right is Convention Opening 
Ceremonies Speaker Evans Freeman, 
Field Representative for Senator Lamar  
     Alexander.             Photo by Ed Evans 
 

 
From left to right are Federation Net-
work Coordinator Ronnie Collins in-
structing 2017 Convention attendees 
on how to set up a website for your 
chapter, Region X VP Bill Shackelford, 
National Alzheimer’s Chair Donna 
Shackelford and Convention Parlia-
mentarian John Cushenberry. 
                                Photo by Ed Evans 
 

 
Shown above: one of the guest 
speakers at the Opening Cere-
monies of the 2017 Convention 
was Jennifer Vedral-Baron, VA 
Director, Tennessee Valley 
Healthcare System. She is pic-
tured at the podium. To the left 
is Convention Master of Cere-
monies Yvonne Hamilton and to 
the right are National Legislative 
Director Jessica Klement, Reg-
ion X VP Bill Shackelford and 
National Alzheimer’s Chair 
Donna Shackelford.  

          Photo by Ed Evans  

mailto:Merilyn9716@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

9 4 

Tennessee  

Federation 

Appointed  

Officers 
(Continued from Page 3) 

  

Newsletter Editor 

Merilyn Evans 

808 Sandburg Place 

Nashville, TN 37214-4051 

615-872-8978 

mevans@narfetn.org 

 

Network Coordinator 

Ronnie Collins 

118 Ballenger Road 

Carthage, TN 37030-2981 
615-735-2486 home 

615-489-7796 cell 

rcollins@narfetn.org 

  

Service Officer  

Larry Cunningham 

10117 Arnold Lane 

Mascot, TN 37806-1525 

865-933-0229 

lcunningham@narfetn.org 

 

State Legislative 

Officer 

James Glenn 

120 Windrift Court 

McMinnville, TN 37110-3716 

931-473-5074 

jglenn@narfetn.org 
 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

Nashville’s Corps of Engineers Deep Water Boys 
entertained at the Convention Banquet. 
                                            Photo by Kathy Nash 
 

 

 

A Photo by Larry Minniear at a Chapter 
108 meeting. The speaker was Greg 
Martin, County Commissioner for 
Hamilton County. He spoke on 
Alexander Hamilton. Very interesting 
presentation. 
 

 

 
At the Convention Ban-
quet Dr. Van Richmond, a 
Motivation Speaker, chose 
the convention theme 
“Lighting Your Chapter on 
Fire” for his highly enter-
taining speech.  
            Photo by Ed Evans 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR CHAPTER MEETINGS 
 

Pictured are representatives of NARFE’s Affinity Partners, GEHA, Blue 
Cross/Blue  Shield Tennessee, United Healthcare,  APWU Health Plan, and 
Aetna. Photo by Ed Evans 

 

Members of Donelson Chapter 1576 hosted their annual picnic 
this past June. Special guests included former Federation 
Treasurer Marie Anglin and current Federation President 
Rhonda Mooney sitting on the left with Yvonne Hamilton and 
Bob Miller and Oscar Krosnes on the right.    Photo by Ed Evans 
 

The Prez Says … 
(Continued from page 1) 
more important now that we all work 
hard to recruit new members. The 
more members we have, the louder 
our voice will be heard on Capitol Hill.  
We also need to work hard to retain 
the members that we have. You may 
want to consider dues withholding - 
that is a way to save 15% on national 
dues and there is also a savings for 
multi-year renewals. I'm sure you will 
be hearing more from our new Mem-
bership Chair with ideas to aid in our 
recruiting and retention efforts. 
     Major changes for NARFE in the 
last year include the passage of 
Optional Chapter Membership 
(OCM) and One Member One Vote 
(OMOV) at the National Convention 
in August 2016. Implementation of 
OCM and OMOV at the Federation 
level will require revisions to our 
Federation Bylaws. The Federation 
Board will be discussing this at our 
Board Meeting in August. As you 
have probably read in the NARFE 
magazine, Barbara Sido was hired as 
NARFE's Executive Director in May.  
She has a very impressive resume 
and I believe we will see good things 
from her. I will be attending the Fed-
eration Presidents' Meeting in July 
and I hope to come away with a lot of 
current and useful information. Bar-
bara Sido will be at that meeting and 

I look forward to meeting and talking 
with her.  
     Many of you received the email 
"Open Letter to All NARFE Members in 
Region X" from Region X Vice Presi-
dent Bill Shackelford. In this email, he 
explained a proposed resolution that 
would permit current NARFE National 
President Richard Thissen to run for 
one more term of office as President. 
Currently the term limit for NARFE 
National President is two consecutive 
two-year terms and Richard Thissen is 
now in his second term. This resolution 
would permit him to run for a third term.  
Immediate Past National President Joe 
Beaudoin sent an open letter to the 
National Executive Board (NEB) 
stating the reasons he believes this is 
not a good idea. Some of you may 
have received a copy of his email.  In a 
separate article in this newsletter titled 
"Proposed Bylaws Amendment," I will 
provide information regarding this 
resolution. I have received many e-
mails regarding this from several folks 
in addition to Bill Shackelford and Joe 
Beaudoin. It is my goal to provide in-
formation that you can use to make an 
informed decision. My thoughts on the 
subject will be included but I encourage 
each of you to make your own decis-
ion. 
     It's not too early to start making 
plans to attend the 2018 Federation 
Convention which will be held in 
Jackson on April 16 and 17, 2018. The 
Jackson chapter has already begun 
the planning and are looking forward to 
seeing a lot of you there – so mark your 
calendars now! 
     Again, I thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve as your Federation 
President.  

– Rhonda Mooney 
 Federation President 

351 Hwy. 45W, Humboldt, TN 38343 
731 267-2336 

rmooney@narfetn.org      
 

 
 

We’re All in This… 
(Continued from page 2) 
     Consider the welfare of one 
another. Hemingway put it rather 
explicitly when he wrote, “Ask not for 
whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.” 
We’re all in this together, folks. Let’s 
do what we can to ensure we all 
come through it together. 

Ed Evans 
Federation 1st Vice President 

808 Sandburg Place 
Nashville, TN 37214-4051 

615-429-0342 narfetime@gmail.com  
 
 

Pictured to the left, Cleve-
land Chapter 860 accept-
ed the Weida White Tolly 
Memorial Award Trophy 
for having the highest per 
capita of $44.16 from 
Federation Alzheimer’s 
Chair Joan Gates. 
            Photo by Ed Evans 

mailto:narfetime@gmail.com
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Tennessee  

Federation  

Officers 
(Continued from Page 2) 

   

Legislative Chairman 

James Glenn 

120 Windrift Ct. 

McMinnville TN 37110-3716 

931-473-5074 

jglenn@narfetn.org 

  

Membership Chairman  

Yvonne Hamilton 

4008 Lake Parkway 

Hermitage, TN 37076-3129 

615-883-3421 

hopeyag@comcast.net 

  

Immediate Past  

President 

Larry Minniear 

1401 Highcrest Court 

Hixson TN 37343-4320 

423-875-5612 

lrminniear@epbfi.com 

 

Alzheimer’s 

Chairwoman 

Joan Gates 

341 Eaton Village Trace 

Lenoir City, TN 37771-8705 

865-986-7526 

jgates@narfetn.org 

  

NARFE-PAC Chairman 

Charles Thompson 

579 Arrington Ave. 

Memphis, TN 38107-3830 

901-526-6018 

cthompson@narfetn.org 
 

         (Continued on Page 4) 

 

New 3rd Vice President Speaks at Chapter 870 
      I visited with the 

Clarksville Chapter 
870 after the 61st 
Annual Convention 
to share in their com-
mittee reports. 
     I encouraged the 
chapter members 
present to choose 
NARFE and Chapter 
referring to the on-

 
     If this is some-
thing you are will-
ing to do, please 
send me your e-
mail address. I will 
also need your 
postal information 
so I can compare 
it to the national 
mailing list. Fill out 

Protect the Future: Get Back to the Basics  
      First let me say 

“Thank you” to all 
that contributed to 
making the 2017 
Convention a suc-
cess. Each and 
everyone who at-
tended played an 
important role in 
making this one a 
memorable one. 

on the NARFE application for mem-
bership. As a retired CSRS em-
ployee, I am especially concerned 
about those that are current “Active” 
employees.  
     We each know why we became a 
member of this organization and 
should always be prepared to share 
with others “your story” or the num-
erous opportunities that membership 
will afford them.   
     I would like to think that someone 
is just waiting for you to share, ask 
them to belong and maybe even 
willing to serve!   
     Looking forward to seeing what 
we can do together. 

 – Yvonne Hamilton, Membership 
4008 Lake Parkway 

Hermitage, TN 37076-3129 
615-417-2926 

hopeyag@comcast.net 
 
 

     I am excited to work with everyone 
to make this an exciting time of 
“swelling the ranks”, or in other words, 
to increase our numbers in each 
Chapter.   
     As I read, research and contemplate 
my next move, I am moved to “get back 
to the basics” of recruitment. There is a 
great amount of “heart-felt” feelings 
within me when I see the words of the 
caption above.  These words are also 

 
Yvonne Hamilton 
 

Office 

Inspirational 

Posters . . .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on Page 11) 

 

 

 

 

 

To Economize, Choose to Receive Your Newsletter Via Email 

     First, I would like to thank every-
one for their help in making the 2017 
Convention here in Nashville such a 
success. Without question and with-
out hesitation, our members stepped-
up and volunteered. Many long-
vacant positions have now been filled. 
It warmed my heart. 
     Due to rising costs, and a lot of 
brain-storming, it has been suggested 
that we offer the newsletter to as 
many members as possible via email 
rather than through the mail. Fear not. 
If you do not have email or access to 
a computer, you will still receive your 
newsletter in the mail, but we are 
hopeful a majority of our members will 
choose to receive the newsletter by 
email to save on postage and printing 
costs. 

When we all work 
together, everyone wins. 

 

Merilyn Evans 
 

the form below and mail it to me or 
send me the information in an email. 
Thank you ahead of time for your 
timely response. 

 – Merilyn Evans 
Federation Secretary 
808 Sandburg Place 

Nashville, TN 37214-4051 
615-872-8978 

Merilyn9716@aol.com 

 

Name_________________________________________________________ Phone #_______________________  
 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City____________________________________________________State_______Zip_______________________  
 

Email address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Billy J. Godwin 

  

 

 

line redacted renewal application notice. I also spoke concerning retention 
and recruiting. 
     The two members speaking are Mr. Joe Couch and Mrs. Merry Nell 
Wooten, giving their report from the committees they served on during the 
convention.           – B.J. Godwin, Federation 3rd Vice President 
                        111 Cherokee Drive, Jackson, TN 38301-3558, 731-425-3558 
                  bjgodwin2001@yahoo.com 
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Tennessee  

Federation  

Officers 
  

President 

Rhonda Mooney 

351 US Hwy 45 W 

Humboldt, TN 38343-8506 

731-267-2336 cell  

731-784-9469 home 

rmooney@narfetn.org 

  

First Vice-President 

Ed Evans 

808 Sandburg Pl 

Nashville TN 37214-4051 

615-872-8978 

eevans@narfetn.org 

  

Second Vice-President 

A. Wayne Baker 

4321 Beechwood Road 

Knoxville, TN 37920-6013 

865-406-7868 

big97@comcast,net 

  

Third Vice-President 

Billy (BJ) J. Godwin 

111 Cherokee Drive 

Jackson, TN 38301-3558 

731-425-9348 

bjgodwin2001@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Norris Alderson 

1444 Bernard Way 

Franklin, TN 37067 

615-435-3202  

nalderson@narfetn.org 

 

Secretary 

Merilyn Evans 

808 Sandburg Pl 

Nashville TN 37214-4051 

615-872-8978  

mevans@narfetn.org 

 

 (Continued on Page 3) 

We’re All in This Healthcare Maze Together  

  

 

     During the early, dangerous years 
of our nation’s foundation, Benjamin 
Franklin was quoted as warning, “We 
must, indeed, all hang together or, 
most assuredly, we shall all hang 
separately.” 
     While the times are very different 
now, as my Galaxy S8 continually re-
minds me, yet there remains danger 
afoot for many of us. 
     American Federal retirees are 
moving into a very dangerous period, 
even now. Just how dangerous seems 
to depend upon which political party 
you belong to and support. Each has 
its dire expectations. 
     Even most of those who originally 
supported the Affordable Care Act, 
aka Obamacare, agree it has terminal 
problems. Here in Tennessee only 
one insurer is covering individual 
plans in most counties. And Tennes-
see’s decision not to expand Medicare 
is a real problem to those needing 
hospital care. 
     A version of the American Health 
Care Act has been passed by the U.S. 
House of Representatives, but the 
Senate leaders have as well as said 
they will take it under advisement and 
write their own bill. 
      At least the new bill passing the 
House includes an $8 billion high-risk 
pool for those with pre-existing con-
ditions. That will be a lifesaver for 
millions of us. 
     Meanwhile, we the people, regard-
less of political leanings, we have 
accidents, come down with illnesses, 
and we need healthcare attention that 
will not financially crush us, making us 
homeless, putting us out on the street. 
     There has been discussion about 
alternatives such as a system where 
the government pays and controls all 
doctors, hospitals and medical 
decisions. If you think that will work, 
take time to talk to a military veteran. 
We already have that system through 

the Veterans Ad-
ministration. Be pre-
pared for some dis-
turbing stories. 
     There is also the 
faith-based system, 
which has been a-
round for a while 
and seems to be 
expanding among religious groups. 
Basically, as friends and neighbors, 
you make medical decisions for and 
pay for one another. 
     Finally, there is the public market 
system which says that public need 
and availability will determine prices. 
But government is not involved except 
to guarantee equitable treatment to all. 
     All these plans are still hovering 
over our heads like some big cloud 
formation and we have yet to learn if 
the result is rain or sunshine. 
     Most of this is not news to you. But 
what I suggest is that we who belong 
to NARFE rest in a most precipitous 
position to insure our members do not 
fall through the cracks. Of course, our 
first line of defense is the health plan 
with which we retired. But even some 
of these carriers are having to change 
fees and services. 
     But, most important, is that second 
line of defense – you. The chapter 
members are in a special position to 
check on one another, to share infor-
mation about new and old healthcare 
programs. Two heads are always bet-
ter than one when it comes to solving 
difficult situations. 
     I suggest chapter members close 
ranks with other members, especially 
those who are home-bound and can’t 
get out. An active chapter telephone 
committee can work wonders through 
keeping keeping in touch with mem-
bership, helping where help is needed, 
and providing good counsel as 
needed. 

 

Ed Evans 
  

 

 

Joan Gates 
 

 

NARFE Members Fight Alzheimer’s Together 
     Our Alzheimer’s supporters have 
been wonderful, and all of us should 
give ourselves a big THANK YOU 
because our total raised for the year 
2016 was $9,116.96 with three 
chapters giving over $1,000.00.  The 
Cleveland Chapter No. 860 won the 
Weida White Tolly Memorial Award 
Trophy for having the highest per 
capita of $44.16, and the Certificate 
for the Highest Total of Donations 
$1,896.71.  Two other chapters had 
over $1,000.  Knoxville Chapter No. 
204 had $1,623.00, and Dickson 
Chapter No. 727 had $1,161.00.  
Trophies were also presented to them 
for their generous donations. 
     Our Silent Auction/Raffle at the 
convention was an enormous suc-
cess.  We had such wonderful things.  
Some them we raffled off and others 
we let the people bid on them. I cannot 
begin to tell you about all the items, 
but we had a beautiful handmade 
quilt; a gorgeous crocheted red rose 
throw that everyone wanted to win; a 
lady from the Dickson Chapter 
crocheted a lovely queen size bed-
spread which was beyond description.  

There was a fountain, 
a quilt and shams, and 
of course Larry Hen-
derson made sure no 
one else got the YETI 
cup, and then got the 
coffee pot to go with it. 
     I could not do this 
without your support, 
and the help of Mack 
and Pat Stanley, and 

Office 

Inspirational 

Posters . . .  
(Continued from Page 10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Gates who worked with me to 
make the Silent Auction/Raffle a 
success. 
     I am so proud to be your Alz-
heimer’s Coordinator, and I would like 
everyone to remember when we 
make our donations that we are the 
only Alzheimer’s group that 100% of 
our donations go to Alzheimer’s 
Research for an end to the dreadful 
disease. 
 

     – Joan Gates  
Alzheimer’s Coordinator 
341 Eaton Village Trace 

Lenoir City, TN 37771-8705 
865-986-7526 

mjoan20@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 In Memory of 
 

 

Former NARFE Tennessee  

Federation Newsletter Editor  

(Continued on page 4) 

If you don’t know 

where you are going, 

any road will get you 

there. 
  

Dear NARFE Friends, I wanted to let 
you all know that my father Max Coats 

passed away. He was very 
dedicated to NARFE and its mission, and I know he was sad to step down when his 
Parkinson’s worsened.  He was very proud of his military service in the U.S. Army 

and his civil service with the Department of Defense.  His family is sure gonna’ miss 
him!  If you would like to view his obituary, go to: http://www.oakley-
cook.com/m/obituaries/Max-Coats/Memories.             Lisa Varney                                     

Max W. Coats, age 81, of Piney Flats, Tenn., passed away on Monday, May 8, 
2017, at his residence. Mr. Coats was born on February 2, 1936, in Wellsville, New 

York, son of the late Wade Ingley Coats and Vera Leslie Gorton Coats. After 
graduation from High School, Mr. Coats served in the United States Army. He 

served three years in Hokkaido, Japan, and served a four-year apprenticeship at 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. After ten years at Portsmouth, he 

transferred to Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, California for 23 years.                                                        
Mr. Coats retired in 1991. 

 

Max Coats 

http://www.oakley-cook.com/m/obituaries/Max-Coats/Memories
http://www.oakley-cook.com/m/obituaries/Max-Coats/Memories


 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhonda Mooney 

     Our 2017 Fed-
eration Conven-
tion in Nashville 
was a great one! 
The Donelson 
chapter did an 
awesome job. The  
hotel was very 
nice and we were 
fortunate to have 

NARFE Legislative Director Jessica 
Klement as our keynote speaker. 
She is a dynamic speaker and 
provided a lot of timely and useful 
information. Other guests were Reg-
ion X Vice President Bill Shackelford 
and Region X Alzheimer's Coordi-
nator Donna Shackelford. They both 
shared a lot of good information.  
Our own Ed Evans did an out-
standing presentation on "How to 
Set Your Chapter on Fire". Thank 
you to the convention committee, 
committee chairs, delegates, and 
members for making this a great 
convention. Also thank you to the 
Murfreesboro chapter for hosting the 
Hospitality Room.  
     I am honored and appreciate the 
opportunity to serve as your Feder-
ation President. I really enjoyed 
working with the west Tennessee 
chapters for the past four years and 
I am happy for this opportunity to 
continue working with the Federation 
Executive Board (FEB) as we serve 

all the chapters and members in 
Tennessee.  I would like to thank Larry 
Minniear for his service as our 
Federation President for the past two 
years.  We have three new members 
on the FEB - Wayne Baker is our 2nd 
Vice President, Billy (B J) Godwin is 
our 3rd Vice President, and Yvonne 
Hamilton is our Membership Chair.  
We have not had anyone in the 
membership chair position for the past 
several years so I am excited that 
Yvonne has stepped up to serve in that 
position. Welcome to our new FEB 
members and thank you to our 
returning members for your continued 
service. 
     There is a lot happening in NARFE 
and we will do our best to keep you 
informed. If you have not already pro-
vided your email address to NARFE, 
please consider doing so. You can 
then opt to receive timely legislative 
updates from NARFE's Legislative 
Department and there are prepared 
letters on the website that you can 
send to your elected representatives.  
It will also be helpful when your 
chapter and the federation need to get 
information to you.  
     James Glenn mentioned some of 
the threats to our benefits in his article.  
We need to be vigilant and contact our 
elected officials and ask them to pro-
tect our hard earned benefits. It is even 

The Prez Says ... 
In this Issue: 
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Merilyn M. Evans  
Newsletter Editor 
808 Sandburg Place 
Nashville, TN 37214-4051 
615.872.8978 
mevans@narfetn.org 
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Federation News 

NEWS OF INTEREST 

TO ACTIVE AND 

RETIRED FEDERAL 

EMPLOYEES 

 

NARFE’s  
WEBINARS 

 

NARFE members 

always view FREE! 
 

VIEW ON-DEMAND 

At www.NARFE.org/Institute 
 

➢ Post Retirement Checkup 

➢ 5-Year Countdown to 

Retirement 

➢ Exploring TSP With-

drawal Options 

➢ Claiming Social Security 

➢ Survivor Benefits: Key 

Decisions for Feds of All 

Ages 

➢ What’s YOUR Best 

Retirement Date? 

➢ From Federal Employee 

to Annuitant: Master the 

Process! 

 

 

Federation Chapters: 
Email pictures of what 

your Chapter is doing 

with names and 

descriptions to: 

Merilyn9716@aol.com  
 

Deadline for the   

January 2018 issue 
December 15, 2018. 
 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment… 
(Continued from page 7) 

 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

 
no plans for discussion nor an 
opportunity for members to submit 
questions or make comments in 
the magazine. I asked if questions 
and concerns of those not in favor 
of the proposed amendment 
would be included or addressed 
but I still don't have the answer to 
that. Also, there will be no return 
envelope included in the maga-
zine. I had hoped that there would 
be a postage paid envelope but 
even if it isn't postage paid I be-
lieve a self-addressed envelope 
would have been helpful. Those 
with email will have the choice of 
voting by mail or going to a 
website to vote. I believe the 
OMOV voting procedure needs to 
be tweaked and I hope to discuss 
that at the Joint NEB/FPs' Meeting 
next week. 
     After discussion with our Ten-
nessee Federation Board mem-
bers, I emailed Region X Vice 
President Bill Shackelford and 
asked him to vote against the re-
vised resolution (which in essence 

would allow any future 2nd term 
national president to ask per-
mission from the NEB and, if 2/3 of 
the NEB were in favor, that pres-
ident could run for a third term).  I 
also asked him to vote to rescind 
the initial referendum and it was 
rescinded at the NEB meeting July 
6th. The revised resolution will be 
voted on next week.    
     I hope this information will be 
helpful if the amendment does 
come up for vote. I will share the 
information that I receive at the 
Joint NEB/Federation Presidents' 
Meeting with all our Federation 
Board members and chapter pres-
idents as soon as possible after 
the meeting. I will also include that 
information in the next Federation 
Newsletter. Please feel free to 
contact me or any of our Board 
members if you have any ques-
tions. 

Rhonda Mooney 
Federation President 

731 267-2336 
rmooney@narfetn.org      

 
 
  

mailto:9716@aol.com
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