
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larry Minniear 
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Legislation or Exasperation? 

     Every two years we go to the polls and make a 
selection on whom we wish to represent us in the 
U.S. Congress. We are hopeful they will represent 
us well and make sound decisions toward our 
future well-being. However, that does not always 
play out as we had hoped; especially in recent 
years. 
     If you tune into any House or Senate hearings, 
you would think you were in the middle of a 
kindergarten class. I have been following politics 
off and on for over 55 years. I have never seen so 
much vitriol, hatred, and childish behavior as I 
have witnessed in the last 10 years or so; 
especially in the last two years.  
     When I was growing up, you were taught to 
respect the position a person held, even if you 
despised the person in it. That is no longer ap-
plicable. The sad part is, that most of the protesters 
have no idea what they are protesting. They are 
bought and paid for by some extremely wealthy 
control freaks.  
     Will we ever return to order and decency in 
our political world? Congress spends more time 
investigating (with no results whatsoever) than 
they do legislating; which is what you hired them to 
do. What can we do about it? GET INVOLVED! 
     Most people cringe when the subject of politics 
comes up in conversation. They claim they do not 
care about politics or are independent. Neither of 
which is really true. Political activity affects each 
and every one of us daily. Therefore, we need to 
take an active role in it; if only to become more 
informed on what our elected leaders are doing (or 
in most cases, not doing).  
     When I was on the road visiting chapters 
throughout eastern Tennessee, I was often told at 
meetings: “We don’t want to hear about politics.” 
Well, if that is the case, you are in the wrong 
organization. NARFE is a legislative advocacy- 
organization, pure and simple. Without our political 
team at headquarters working on our behalf, along 
with our strong grassroots effort, we would be 
trampled on by Congress more than we are now. 
     By the time this newsletter hits your 
mailbox, the 2018 election cycle will be history. 
There will be some major changes in the state of 
Tennessee. We will have a new governor, U.S. 
Senator, and at least three new representatives in 
the U.S. House.  Whether or not you voted for 

them, they will determine your 
future for years to come. Your job 
in the coming months is to get to 
know them, as well as the 
returning legislators very well. 
You need to take time to 
communicate to them your 
concerns and frustrations when it 
comes to legislation that erodes 
our benefits and breaks the 
promises our government made to us during our 
lifetime of devotion to a public service career. We 
are not asking for any handouts. All we want is for 
Congress to keep the promises they made while 
we were doing the job they hired us to do. We want 
to have the security of the benefit program we 
invested in and were promised would be there 
throughout our retirement.  
     I ask one more thing of you. Take a look at 
page 39 of the October issue of NARFE mag-
azine. It shows whether or not your represent-
atives have been doing your bidding while in 
Washington. Granted a vote the way NARFE 
expects does not necessarily show the whole 
picture. In some cases, the bill was filled with non-
germane items that detracted from it as good 
legislation. Also, a legislator can vote for our 
causes regularly, but still be an embarrassment 
with their erratic behavior (such as one member 
from west Tennessee). It does give you a starting 
point in evaluating the work your elected officials 
have done on legislation specific to the federal 
community. If your legislator has been showing 
some improvement, let our advocacy group know, 
and encourage them to reward that person with 
some of your PAC dollars. 
     I will be journeying to our nation’s capital in 
March to attend the NARFE Legislative Confer-
ence. This will be a first for me with this organ-
ization. I used to be a regular on Capitol Hill when 
I was with the postmaster groups. I look forward to 
the trip. If there is any message you wish for me 
to convey, please let me know.  
     It is my hope that you would have contacted 
them first. Lastly, I will be a candidate for Le-
gislative Chair in 2019. I humbly ask for your vote. 

 – Larry Minniear  
1401 Highcrest Court 

Hixson, TN 37343-4320 
                                                  423-243-8736     
                                     lrminniear@epbfi.com 
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