
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Mike Mellish, President, called our May meeting to 

order. Eight members participated. Leo Baghdoian 

led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. For the 

devotional, the group observed a moment of silence. 

Our May meeting focused on chapter business and 

did not feature a guest speaker. In addition to the 

usual reports from our officers, members voted to 

renew our chapter’s liability insurance for a year, 

reviewed key takeaways from the annual Federation 

meeting held via Zoom on April 18, and discussed 

the chapter’s participation in a membership 

recruitment event in late June at the Tennessee 

Rural Letter Carrier’s Convention being held this 

year at the Franklin Marriott Cool Springs. 

The guest speaker for our June meeting will be  

Ms. Michele Simpson, Director of Marketing and 

Communications at Williamson Medical Center. 

Michele will talk about the various services 

provided at both their main campus, located just 

east of I-65 on Carothers Parkway, and at their other 

facilities located around the county. She will also 

share news about a number of exciting new 

expansions and renovations in the works at WMC.  

Members can join our next monthly meeting by 

computer or phone.  

Online meeting participation via computer: 

Below is the unique link for our June meeting. 

Depending on how you sign in, you may be asked 

to enter the unique meeting ID and passcode.  

Zoom Meeting Link: 

xxxxxxxxx 

Meeting ID: xxx xxxx xxxx 

Passcode: xxxxxx 

Call-in meeting participation via conventional 

phone call: 

1) Dial the following phone number: 312-626-6799 

2) Enter the unique meeting ID for our meeting 

     followed by a hashtag: xxx xxxx xxxx# 

3) When asked for Participant ID simply type in a 

     hashtag: # 

4) Enter the unique password for today's  

     meeting: xxxxxx 

While in a Zoom meeting, enter *6 on your phone's 

keypad to mute or unmute your conversation.  

OFFICER REPORTS & OTHER NEWS  
Nancy Wells, Treasurer, reported that we have 

$3,122 in our Truist checking account. The chapter 

received $70 in dues rebates from NARFE 

Headquarters in March and $100 in April.  

Leo Baghdoian, Vice President, shared that he 

recently signed up for a service provided by the 

U.S. Postal Service (USPS) called Informed 

Delivery. It provides digital scans of all first-class 

mail coming to you for the current day, which can 

be viewed in either a daily email or by logging into 

your USPS online account. Other members 

indicated that they too use this service and have had 

good experience with it.  

Mike Mellish provided a preview of the slightly 

redesigned newsletter featured for the first time in 

this issue. In essence, the redesign features a new 

look for the masthead.  

OPM SERVICES ONLINE ACCOUNTS  

The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) 

has provided that as of May 26, 2022, all federal 

annuitants will need to access their Services Online 

accounts using login.gov -- a secure sign-in service 

launched in 2017 that allows members of the 

general public who use Federal services (such as 

applying for a job or a small business loan) to 

access multiple agencies using the same username 

and password. The information needed to make this 
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transition is laid out in a step-by-step guide created 

by OPM and available for download at: 

https://www.opm.gov/support/retirement/faq/sol-

login-linking-guide.pdf. Individuals who need to 

create a new login.gov account will complete steps 

1 through 11, while those who already have an 

account will complete only steps 1 and 11.  

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS  
Redistricting has introduced major changes to the 

boundaries of the U.S. Congressional Districts 

(CDs) in and around the greater Nashville area, and 

Chapter 227 members are affected. Using an online 

CD locator tool from the Washington Post, we 

found that while the absolute number of members 

located in each CD does not change by much, a 

substantial number of members will shift to a new 

CD. Currently, most of us are located in CDs 5 and 

7, with a smattering located in CDs 4 and 6. Of our 

107 chapter members, 42 will be in a different CD 

for the upcoming primary and general election. 

Also, given the announced retirement of Rep. Jim 

Cooper (TN-5) and assuming the current 

incumbents in CDs 4, 6, and 7 win their reelection 

bids, 78 of our 107 members will be represented by 

a different member of Congress in January 2023. 

Would anyone like to be our new Legislative Chair?    

2022 NARFE ELECTION  
NARFE’s 2022 election process is well underway 

with voting set to start on July 15 and end on 

August 31. Members will vote for National 

President, National Secretary/Treasurer, and 

Regional Vice President. A number of proposed 

amendments to NARFE’s bylaws will also be on the 

ballot. More information about this year’s election 

is provided at the NARFE website, and in the May 

and the combined June/July issue of NARFE 

Magazine. William “Bill” Shackelford, who has 

represented us as Region X Vice President since 

2014, is running for the position of National 

President, and two candidates, Robert Allen and 

Charles Talley, are vying for the office of Region X 

Vice President. You will be able to vote either  

online or by paper ballot.  

IN MEMORY OF JOHN WELLS 

We are sad to report that John Wells, our chapter's 

newsletter editor and webmaster for a number of 

years, passed away at his home in Lebanon, OR on 

April 21, 2022. John was a very active member of 

NARFE both here in Tennessee and after he left us 

and moved to Lynnwood, WA at the end of 2017. 

He became a member of Chapter 227 shortly after 

moving to the Nashville area in 2004. John retired 

from the federal government earlier that year with 

40 years of service, all of which was with the U.S. 

Forest Service. 

In addition to his work at Chapter 227, John served 

in various officer positions at the Tennessee 

Federation including: Legislative Chairman (2006-

2008), Vice President for Middle, TN (2008-2012), 

Federation President (2012-2013), and Immediate 

Past President (2013-2015). Shortly after moving to 

Lynnwood, WA in 2017, John became the District 

II Vice President for NARFE's Washington State 

Federation, a position he held from 2018-2021. 

As noted by Leo Baghdoian, "the chapter lost a lot 

when John left and moved out west." Norris 

Alderson remarked that John was quite simply a 

"Great individual!!"  
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