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NEWS FROM
NARFE CHAPTER 860 CLEVELAND, TN                                  

AUGUST 2021

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ACTIVE AND RETIRED 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

NARFE Est. 1921 CELEBRATING 100 YEARS SERVING ACTIVE AND RETIRED FEDERAL 
EMPLOYEES

Danny Britt, President; Bobbie Templeton, Vice-President; Annabel Webb, Secretary /Treasurer; Belinda 
Rollens, Sunshine; Don Rollens, Service Officer, Dean McAlister, Membership Chair/Newsletter Editor

This month, we have the pleasure of spotlighting a chapter member that 
probably rivals our two local mayors by having the most photographs appearing 
in the Cleveland Daily Banner.

Cassandra (Kay) Cox joined NARFE and our chapter in December 2011.  Kay was born in Lexington, 
(Henderson County) Tennessee, located east of Jackson off I-40.  Kay was one of ten siblings, the oldest 
of three girls and seven boys.  Her mother, Dorothy Mae Timberlake, was a cook in a local restaurant 
while her father, Lewis Edward Timberlake, was a farmer.  As an avid gardener, he grew many different 
vegetables in his garden plus cotton and corn as well as raising farm animals.  Reared in a large family, 
she had chores assisting her father tend the land they sharecropped. Kay said, “we had to do these farm 
chores whether we wanted to or not.”  She was quick to say, “her family did not have a lot of money, but 
they were never hungry and learned good work ethics and how to respect others.”  

Kay attended Montgomery Elementary School in Lexington, an all African-American School, first 
through eighth grade.  As a result of integration, she was bused to Lexington High School beginning in 
1964-1965 school year graduating in 1969.  After high school, she attended McKenzie State Vocational 
School in Martin, TN, receiving a Certificate of Completion as a Clerk-Stenographer.  She was referred 
by the school to the US Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Area Office in 
Martin, TN.  After interviewing with the SCS in 1970, she was hired as a clerical assistant in the Martin 
TN SCS Area Office.  

In 1972, Kay applied for and was selected, with a promotion, as the Area Secretary for the USDA SCS 
Area Office in Cleveland, TN.  As the Area Secretary, Kay provided administrative support 
responsibilities for the Area Conservationist, two Soil Scientists and eight conservation districts in the 
eight surrounding TN counties. 
 
After two years, the Cleveland office was closed and she moved to the Chattanooga office for the 
remainder of her 41-year career with the Soil Conservation Service, now known as the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS).  Kay had the opportunity to work in all areas within the State supporting 
NRCS throughout TN.  When she retired in 2011, she was a member of the Nashville State Office Staff of 
NRCS as a State Management Technician.

As a result of the training provided by the NRCS in the State and other training locations, she was 
afforded the opportunity to travel to locations throughout the United States providing support to all NRCS 
employees.                                 
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One of her collateral duties for fifteen years was the Civil Rights Auditor for all NRCS employees in all 
95 TN counties.

Kay summed up her career with the NRCS as follows, “I am honored to say that over this time, I have 
been recognized and can claim the rights of the first African-American female to fill these positions in 
Tennessee.” 
 
Kay is involved in a number of community activities and organizations.  She is a member of the local 
Aldersgate Garden Club, serving as their Member/Public Relations Officer and Youth Program 
Chairperson for District III of the TN State Federation of Garden Clubs.  District III is comprised of 23 
counties in East and Middle TN including two GA counties.  Also, she serves as the Vice-President of the 
Cleveland-Bradley Keep America Beautiful Board.  If that isn’t enough, Kay is the Co-Vice President of 
the Bradley County Master Gardeners.  Prior to 2020, she was a volunteer with the Five Points Museum 
in Cleveland. Even with all of these community activities, Kay still has time as an active member of 
Trinity United Methodist Church in Cleveland, serving as their Church Treasurer and Chairperson of the 
Pastor Parish Relations Committee.

Kay was married to Mitchell Cox for 20 years at the time of his death in 2009.  From this marriage, they 
have a daughter, a graduate of Middle Tennessee State University with a BS in Political Science.  She is 
presently working with the Tennessee Department of Children Services in the Foster Care Department in 
Nashville.  She has a 10-month-old son who is Kay’s PRECIOUS GRANDSON, and definitely her 
heartthrob!! 

Kay is quick to say her motto is, “I try to live by what my 90-year-old mother taught me, to treat others as 
you want to be treated and be respectful of your elders.”  Her mother is now battling the dreaded 
Alzheimer’s Disease, but Kay says, “she can still give you the LOOK!”

What better way to sum up this article of one of our dedicated Chapter members, who works every day to 
make our community a better place to live is to use her quote, “when I have meltdowns and struggles, I 
repeat to myself, Philippians 4:13, I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”    

When President Britt is Happy, We are Happy
We had a real good meeting in June, the first one since February 2020. Lewis lined up an excellent 
program with Lisa Geren singing Patsy Cline songs. Over 20 members and guests enjoyed the singing. 
 
Dean reminded us of the importance of being a NARFE member and keeping the organization strong. 
NARFE is the only organized voice the active and retired federal employees have that can state our case 
to the decision makers in congress and the administration. Numbers give us strength.

I was happy to share the Citation for Distinguished Service to the NARFE Alzheimer's Program that we 
received for our work in 2020. This citation is something Chapter 860 can be proud of.  I know I am 
proud of it. Thanks to each of you for your support!  I am sending emails to members and friends that 
may want to join us to help make the 2021 Alzheimer's fund drive successful. If you don't get an email 
from me and want to join in, please call me at 423-790-4551.  I hope to see you at our August meeting.
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Chapter Members Happy When We Meet, Greet and Eat 
 
Do you want to keep our President happy?  If so, be sure to attend our August 2021 meeting
scheduled for Tuesday, August 10th, 12 noon, at Faith Memorial Church (same place as the June meeting) 
on 17th Street NW.  Directions to church – south on Keith Street past Post Office. At the next traffic light 
turn right on 17th Street. You will pass a church on the right called Public Church (not our church). The 
church we are meeting in is Faith Memorial, second church on the right.  Turn right into the church 
parking lot using the one-way driveway on left side of church.  The meeting will be in the small church 
chapel behind the church.  Please try to attend.   You do not want to miss our special speaker.  He will 
have a lot to say about his career with the US Secret Service.  Don’t disappoint him with a small group.

This will be our regular covered dish meal, so bring your special dish for all to enjoy.  

Guest Speaker Positioned to Tell it All

Our special guest speaker for the August meeting will be Louis Mason.  Louis retired from the U.S. Army 
as a Sergeant Major after serving 8 years on active duty and 21 years in the reserves. Following his 
military service, Mr. Mason was employed by the U.S. Secret Service serving our country as a member of 
the Presidential Protection Division.    During his Secret Service time he worked with the protection of 
Presidents Carter, Nixon, Ford, and Reagan.  Mr. Mason is a native of Salisbury, Maryland and resident 
of Cleveland since 2006. His wife, Glenda, works in the accounting field, and worked 13 years for the 
Church of God Theological Seminary. Louis enjoys telling of his time with the presidents, and may even 
tell you his favorite and least favorite and why.

Chapter Gains Another New Member 

Welcome new Chapter Member Jack Callahan.  Jack was a longtime Forest Service employee. When he 
retired, he was serving the Cherokee National Forest as Staff Officer with responsibilities for Forest 
Engineering, Recreation and Cultural Resources. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  Chapter Members:  37     National Members:  7 (living in Chapter 
area)

Special Members with Special Needs 

Sylvia and Charles Dupree.  Sylva is recovering from a serious fall; Alma Ruth Schrader is receiving 
physical therapy at Life Care after a serious health event; Don Rollens is receiving physical therapy at 
Signature after hip surgery.  Also, remember Bobbie Templeton, Kathy Blocker and Charlie Aulds.   
OOPS!  Your editor missed a person in the June Newsletter.  In late May, our President, Danny Britt, was 
involved in a motor vehicle accident in Cleveland.  He was t-boned by a driver who failed to stop at a stop 
sign.  Suffering from a broken sternum and neck sprains, he was admitted to TENNOVA then transferred 
to Erlanger for treatment and released the next day.  He is improving from these injuries.  

Remembering a Special Friend

Not a chapter member but a longtime Forest Service employee, Leland Seaborn, passed away on June 
24th.  If you became a friend of Leland, you were a friend for a lifetime.  He will be missed by many 
active and retired Forest Service employees.  You may view his obituary at the Companion Funeral Home 
website.
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UNITED STATES MILITARY SERVICE VETERANS AND CURRENT SERVICE 
MEMBERS 

This column recognizes all Chapter members, their spouses, children, grandchildren, including their sons-
in-law and daughters-in-law that are serving or have served in the military service of our country. When a 
military service member or veteran is recognized, their name will be added to this permanent list. 

Military service members and veterans recognized in previous editions of this 
newsletter:

1. Captain Lonnie S. Hosea, active duty, US Navy, Commanding Officer, Naval Health Clinic, 
Quantico Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia, and son-in-law of Dean and Bertha McAlister.

2.  Seaman First Class Don Rollens, US Navy, served 3 yrs. 3 mos. and 5 days.  Served as a Gunner’s 
Mate on the USS Baltimore.  His last assignment as a Seaman First Class was in personnel management 
on the Argentia Naval Air Base in Newfoundland, Canada.  Don is a faithful longtime Chapter member.

3.  Captain Paul Barrow, US Marine Corps, served during the period of 2009 – 2013. Military 
Occupational Specialty was Combat Engineering. Stationed on Okinawa, he traveled to Bahrain, the 
Philippines, Thailand, Taiwan, and Japan. 

In this issue, we profile US Marine Corps Reservist/US Air Force Airman 2nd Class Jim Polier. In 
January 1957, Jim enlisted in the United States Marine Corps Reserves, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Engineers 
at Swan Island, Oregon.  In 1958, he was stationed at Camp Pendleton, CA for field training and weapons 
use.  He was honorably discharged in 1958.  

In November 1958, he enlisted in the US Air Force.  Assignments included Keesler Air Base, Biloxi, MS, 
Maxwell Air Base, Montgomery, AL and Tachikawa Air Base, Tachikawa, Japan.  During 1959-1960, he 
was assigned to the Base hospital squadron as a medical specialist and member of the Base football team.  
While visiting his brother in Okinawa in 1959, Jim was placed on alert and confined to quarters for a 
conflict called the Laos-Cambodia conflict, a primmer to the Vietnam War.  

During 1961 and 1962, he was assigned to the 337 USAF Hospital (ADC) Portland International Air Base 
Portland, Oregon as a squadron hospital medical specialist.  In 1960, he was a member and first string 
running and defensive back for the Base Tachikawa Marauders.  He scored 8 touchdowns during their 13-
game season.  He played military bases in the Far East, five Japanese universities and a college all-star 
team.  They were the undefeated Far East Armed Forces Champions.  He was honorably discharged in 
1962.

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR REMAINING YEAR

October 12, at Noon, Faith Memorial Church 
December is our banquet and Alzheimer’s auction.  Time/date not finalized.

Editor’s Notes:   Your editor depends on you to submit information to him for the Remembering Members with Needs; 
Birthdays/Anniversaries; Happy Items and Veterans/Military columns. His phone number is:  336-2330;  
dmcalister41@hotmail.com; 693 McAlister Road NE, Charleston, TN 37310

mailto:dmcalister41@hotmail.com

