
 

 

 
Nashville Chapter 227 Newsletter (DECEMBER) 2021 

National Active & Retired Federal Employees Association 
 

Chapter Officers 
Mike Mellish, President, 615-832-9192; Leo Baghdoian, 1st Vice President, 591-2558; 

Pat Hagerty, Treasurer, 957-6997; Betty Waters, Secretary, 661-5980; 
Clarence Bennett, PAC Chair, 400-4708; Carol Allen, Sunshine Chair, 370-3060; 

Newsletter Editor: Mike Mellish, mmellish227@gmail.com 
  

            
NARFE's mission has remained the same since 1921, to protect and improve the benefits of  

federal retirees, employees and their families. 
 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. (Online Zoom Session)  

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Mike Mellish, President, called our December 

meeting to order. Twelve members participated. 

Leo Baghdoian led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

For the devotional, the group observed a moment of 

silence.  

There was no guest speaker at our December 

meeting. The primary order of business was the 

swearing in of officers for 2022. Norris Alderson, 

our immediate past president, conducted the 

ceremony. Many thanks to our existing officers for 

graciously agreeing to remain in service to the 

members of Chapter 227 for another year. 

Our next meeting will feature a presentation of the 

City of Franklin’s key capital improvement projects 

to be provided by a staff member from the city’s 

Engineering Department. The primary focus of this 

talk will be roadway improvement projects.  

Members can join our January 12 meeting at 10:30 

a.m. by computer or phone. Hope you can join us! 

Online meeting participation via computer: 

Below is the unique link for our January meeting. 

Depending on how you sign in, you may be asked 

to enter the unique meeting ID and passcode.  

Zoom Meeting Link: 

xxxxxxxxx 

Meeting ID: xxx xxxx xxxx 

Passcode: xxxxxx 

Call-in meeting participation via conventional 

phone call: 

1) Dial the following phone number: 312-626-6799 

2) Enter the unique meeting ID for our meeting 

     followed by a hashtag: xxx xxxx xxx# 

3) When asked for Participant ID simply type in a 

     hashtag: # 

4) Enter the unique password for today's  

     meeting: xxxxxx 

While in a Zoom meeting, enter *6 on your phone's 

keypad to mute or unmute your conversation.  

MISCELLANEOUS 
Pat Hagerty, Treasurer, reported that we have 

$2,816 in our checking account. The chapter 

received $47 in dues rebates from NARFE 

Headquarters in November.  

Mike Mellish noted that Medicare’s standard 

monthly Part B premium will be $170.10 in 2022, 

up $21.60, or 14.5%, from 2021. Medicare officials 

indicated that about half the increase is due to 

contingency planning if the program ultimately has 

to cover Aduhelm, the new $56,000-a-year 

medication for Alzheimer's disease from 

pharmaceutical company Biogen. 

Linda Heaton, TN Federation Newsletter editor, 

urges members who may not be receiving copies of 

the Federation’s quarterly newsletter to call NARFE 

Headquarters (1-800-456-8410, press 1) to verify 

that your U.S. postal and email addresses in the 

NARFE database are up to date. Chapter 227 

members should have received the most recent 

edition of the TN Federation Newsletter in mid-

November, arriving to you either by mail or email. 

The electronic version should probably have arrived 

in your email inbox on November 11, 2021. 

GUEST SPEAKER PROGRAM FOR 2022  

As you may recall, we moved to a more 

collaborative approach for finding and scheduling 

guest speakers for our monthly meetings in 2021, 

reaching out to all of our members to help facilitate 

this endeavor. While we are in the process of 

scheduling a guest speaker for our first chapter 

meeting of the year, the rest of 2022 is wide open. 

With this in mind, if you think of or know of a 

potential interesting guest speaker, please follow the 

steps provided below. 
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Procedure for Scheduling Guest Speakers 

1. Give me (Mike Mellish) a call at 615-832-9192 

so that I can discuss the potential speaker with you.  

2. Contact the individual or organization and see if 

they would be interested in speaking at one of our 

upcoming chapter meetings. Let them know that we 

are holding our meetings online via Zoom, and will 

probably continue to do so for the foreseeable 

future. Our meetings are scheduled for 10:30 a.m. 

on the second Wednesday of each month, and our 

guest speaker sessions typically run 30 to 45 

minutes in length. 

3. If the individual is interested in participating, 

please ask them to contact me by phone or email, so 

that I can schedule their talk.  

This process worked well in its maiden year, and 

I’m looking forward to another year of interesting 

and diverse speakers. Please do not hesitate to call 

me with your ideas. Perhaps consider giving a talk 

yourself, focusing on some aspect of your federal 

career or maybe something related to volunteer 

work or an interesting hobby. 

A list of past guest speakers for the period from 

September 2011 through December 2021 was 

distributed to members via email on Tuesday, 

December 21. For those members not on our 

chapter’s email distribution list who might like to 

receive a copy, please give me a call (615-832-

9192) and I’ll be happy to mail one to you.  

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: WEP/GPO  

In last month’s newsletter, we wrote about four 

pieces of legislation that have been introduced thus 

far in the 117th Congress regarding the Windfall 

Elimination Provision (WEP) and the Government 

Pension Offset (GPO). In addition to these bills, 

NARFE Headquarters recently highlighted one 

additional piece of legislation on this subject,  

H.R. 5723/S. 3701,“Social Security 2100: A Sacred 

Trust” (see the November 2 and December 14 

editions of NARFE NewsLine). These bills were 

introduced by Rep. John B. Larson (D-CT) and  

Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) on October 26. 

The legislation currently has 4 cosponsors in the 

Senate and 196 cosponsors in the House. In 

Tennessee, two members of Congress have signed 

on as cosponsors: Rep. Jim Cooper (D-TN-5) and 

Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN-9). 

If enacted, this legislation would fortify the Social 

Security program and expand benefits. One hitch, 

however, is that the provisions of these bills would 

only be in effect for a period of 5 years, sunsetting 

at the end of 2026.  

In a letter to the U.S. House Ways and Means 

Committee dated December 7, 2021, NARFE 

President Ken Thomas expressed support for the 

bill, praising both the full repeal of the WEP and 

GPO, and the proposed switch to the consumer 

price index for the elderly (CPI-E) for calculating 

cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) for Social 

Security benefits. In addition, the bill would extend 

the Social Security trust fund’s depletion date to 

2038, increase the average Social Security benefit 

by about 2 percent for all beneficiaries, set the new 

minimum Social Security benefit at 25 percent 

above the poverty line and would index it to wage 

levels to ensure that benefits do not degrade in 

value over time. 


