
 
    

Volume III, Number 4                                December 2009          Published Quarterly  

Vivian Fivecoat, President – Charlie Gardner,1st VP –Bernice Hirsch,2d VP –Ronni Reid, Sec’y – Sandra Simms, Treas – JC Whitney, Svc/Membership  

      Meetings held 2d Thursday of  Month at Golden Corral Restaurant, 2811 Wilma Rudolph Blvd., Lunch 2:00-3:00 PM, and Meeting 3:00 -4:00  PM

President’s Corner 

  

This is the last column I will submit as your 
President and I want to thank each and 
every one of you for giving me the greatest 
gift of all and that is the honor to represent 

and serve as your leader and president. Thank you and 
God Bless.  
 
Each of you has made a commitment to the mission of 
NARFE and this chapter by paying your dues and along 
with that a large number of you faithfully attended our 
monthly meetings to renew friendships, meet new 
people and have a meal to boot.  I can only think of two 
things that would be more precious than that, those 
being God and family which by the way both are always 
welcome at our meetings.  I want to encourage you to 
continue this commitment and invite others to do the 
same.   
 
I want to also thank those that have gone a step farther 
in their commitment to this chapter and those individuals 
are my fellow officers who have worked tirelessly on 
your behalf.  Your officers have spent the last two years 
with me working to ensure the financial stability and the 
continued growth of this chapter thus allowing us, all of 
us, the opportunity to state with pride that OUR 
CHAPTER is one of the most active and progressive 
chapters within the Federation. I know of no chapter that 
is more committed to NARFE and its individual and 
collective membership than Chapter 870! And I would be 
remiss without mentioning that many of your officers also 
fulfill many of the missions, tasks, assignments required 
for the functioning of this chapter besides those 
mandated by the office they hold.  Thank each and every 
one of you for supporting me these past two years.   
 
Now as I prepare to turn over the Dixie Gray Gavel and 
this office to our newly elected President, Mrs. Sandra 
Simms, who will lead and guide us for the next year, I 
would like to challenge each of you to take another step 
by making a further commitment to each other, your new 
officers, this chapter and NARFE in total by turning this 
commitment into action.  When called upon by whatever 
means available, please join me in calling and writing 
our elected officials at every level when you are asked to 
do so.  Our Legislative Chairman Mr. Joe Couch will be 
keeping an eye out for potential pitfalls and dangers that 
lie in our future so that we may swing into action.  There 
is nothing more powerful than the written or spoken 
word.  Let us, as an organization of 200+ members, 
commit to supporting the new slate of officers and 
ensure passage of meaningful legislation this year that 
protects and benefits us all.  While we are comfortable in 

our day to day lives let me warn and assure you that 
what the government gives, the government can and has 
taken from the federal worker and retiree.  NARFE and 
this Chapter has no greater purpose than to ensure the 
protection of our EARNED benefits while at the same 
time trying to offset future dangers and still try to correct 
the imbalance of mistakes gone by.  Please commit to 
me and your future officers your pen and voice!  Stay 
tuned: your new leadership has many new and exciting 
plans for the future of this chapter! 
 
Finally, a challenge to the new officers, both elected and 
appointed.  Do not lose sight of the fact that this is an all 
volunteer organization, remember we all have 
differences, remember we are all individuals with 
different personalities and focus, and above all 
remember that EVERYONE is important and has 
something to contribute.   
 
Before the next edition of our newsletter I challenge all of 
us all to study and live by the lyrics of ñThe Rose ñby 
Bette Middler. 
 
ñGod Blessò you all for the footprints you have left in my 
heart and soul. 
                                       Vivian Fivecoat, President 
 
 
 

 
 
Nomination and Election of Officers 

 

Nomination and election of Chapter 870 2010 officers 
was held at the November 12 meeting.  The following 
members were elected and will be installed at the 
December 10 meeting:  President, Sandra Simms; 1

st
 

Vice President, JC Whitney;   2d Vice President, Bernice 
Hirsch; Secretary, Ronni Reid; Treasurer, Lora Whitney 
and Service Officer, Toni Andersen. 
 
Thank you to our 2009 officers who will not be returning 
next year for a job “well done”: President Vivian 
Fivecoat and 1

st
 Vice President Charlie Gardner.  You 

have served our Chapter well. 
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Special Thanks 

 

A special thanks goes to Lora Whitney who baked 
ñPumpkin  Rollsò to raise money for NARFEôs 
Alzheimerôs fund.  Lora baked more than 75 Pumpkin 
and Banana Rolls.  She is not accepting new orders. 
 
Also, a special thanks goes to the members who 
attended the November 12 meeting. Since November is 
Alzheimerôs month, JC Whitney challenged those 
members present to open their hearts and wallets for 
Alzheimerôs.  Our members met the challenge. 
 

NARFE National Dues Referendum Vote 
 

At the October meeting members cast their vote on the 
National Dues Referendum.  The number of votes each 
chapter has is based on the total chapter membership as 
of July 2009. Votes were distributed based on one vote 
per 50 chapter members or portion thereof.  Chapter 870 
had approximately 220 members as of July 2009 and 
received 5 votes.  
 
President Fivecoat distributed ballots to the members 
who were present at the meeting.  When the ballots 
were counted, there were 12 votes for approval and 12 
votes for disapproval.  The members decided that 
President Fivecoat  should break the tie since  votes 
could only be counted in whole numbers.  President 
Fivecoat voted for approval.  With such a close vote the 
members decided to cast 3 votes for approval and 2 
votes for disapproval.  Chapter 870ôs ballot was 
completed and mailed to the accounting firm in charge of 
counting the ballots. 
                                                                             Ronni Reid, Secretary 

 
 
 

Members We Will Miss 

Dixie Gray, 2 September          Ray Williams, 28 September 
Joann Cooper, 28 October       Rebecca Clardy, 30 October 
Doris McGilloway, 14 November 
 

 

Membership Report 

 

 This has been an extremely sad quarter for us losing so 
many of our cherished members. They will all be deeply 
missed. 
  
Our current Chapter 870 Membership stands at 215.  
There was some good news coming from NARFE 
National and NARFE Tennessee Federation.  NARFE 
National increased their overall membership by 1,428 
members.  This gives us a new total of 309,548 
members.  Here in Tennessee, we increased our 
membership by 5, giving us a total TN FED Membership 
of 4,402.  Hopefully, this trend will continue and we will 
have another positive month for our membership.  This 

is the first time in the last six months that we have shown 
an overall increase in members.  
                               JC Whitney, Membership Chair/Service Officer 

 

 
 

 

Welcome New Members 

Donald Black         Barbara Miller        Edwin Wilson    
David Quick 
(Apologies from the Newsletter Staff to Donald Johnson.  We 

printed his name incorrectly as Daniel in the last Newsletter) 

 

 

Legislative Report 

 

OPM announced that letters mailed last month to 
enrollees in the Federal Long Term Care Insurance 
Program (FLTCIP) contained errors in the ñBenefit 
Amountò section of their election letters.  The errors 
affect enrollees with the automatic compound inflation 
option whose anniversary date for annual benefit 
increased is November 1, December 1, or January 1.  
Personalized corrected letters will be mailed in 
December to affected enrollees and those enrollees will 
be provided an extension of time, up to March 12, 2010, 
to review their options and make a decision.  Those who 
have already submitted their decisions based on the 
erroneous letters and want to reconsider their decision 
must call 1-800-582-3337.  That is also the number 
members must call if they have questions about their 
FLTCIP enrollment. 
 
In a rare Saturday session held November 7, the House 
narrowly passed legislation overhauling health care.  
The vote on H.R. 3962 was 220-215.  Under this 
legislation federal employees and annuitants will be able 
to keep the insurance in the system they have now and 
nothing in the bill specifically impacts Federal 
Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP).  
However, any comprehensive plan that changes 
insurance law, provider financing, taxation policy and 
health infrastructure, will have some ramifications on 
how FEHBP operates in the larger health system. 
Attention turns to the Senate.  Senate rules facilitate 
both debate and amendment.  For these reasons, 
NARFE must be concerned about proposals made 
during committee consideration of S. 1796, the Senate 
health care overhaul bill, which would have required 
FEHBP participants to go into the new exchanges or 
opened the FEHBP to non-federal civilian employees 
without separate risk pools.  Any Senator could revive 
these proposals and offer one or both as amendments 
during   Senate   floor   consideration.   Use   either   the 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Chapter 870 gratefully acknowledges the businesses that generously support our Newsletter.  If you know of any business who would 
like to be included in our Newsletter, please have them call Lora, 358-4855; Ronni, 648-4393; or Priscilla, 645-3936. 



 4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

          
 

To place an ad in this space call 

                       Ronni ï 648-4393 

                       Lora ï 358-4855 

                       Priscilla, 648-3936 
  

 

 

         To place an ad in this space call 

                       Ronni ï 648-4393 

                       Lora ï 358-4855 

                       Priscilla, 648-3936 

 

 

 

 

 

To place an ad in this space call 

                       Ronni ï 648-4393 

                       Lora ï 358-4855 

                       Priscilla, 648-3936 

 

 

 

To place an ad in this space call 

                       Ronni ï 648-4393 

                       Lora ï 358-4855 

                       Priscilla, 648-3936 

 

 

 

To place an ad in this space call 

                       Ronni ï 648-4393 

                       Lora ï 358-4855 

                       Priscilla, 648-3936 

 

 

 

To place an ad in this space call 

                       Ronni ï 648-4393 

                       Lora ï 358-4855 

                       Priscilla, 648-3936 

 

 

 

To place an ad in this space call 

                       Ronni ï 648-4393 

                       Lora ï 358-4855 

                       Priscilla, 648-3936 

 

 

 



 5 

Legislative Action Center or NARFEôs toll free access to 
the Capitol switchboard (1-866-220-0044) to tell your 
own Representative and both your Senators to ñAllow 
FEHBP enrollees, like other Americans, to keep the plan 
they have now.ò   
   
NARFE commends President Obama for signing into law 
the Fiscal Year 2010 Defense Authorization bill, which 
includes several civil service improvements long sought 
by NARFE.  
 
The new law allows federal agencies to re-employ 
federal retirees on a limited, part-time basis without 
offset of annuity; permits Federal Employees Retirement 
System (FERS) workers to initially credit half, and in 
2014 all, of their unused sick leave toward retirement; 
provides for retirement equity for federal employees in 
Hawaii, Alaska and the U.S. Territories; ends the 
Department of Defenseôs pay-for-performance personnel 
system, the National Security Personnel System or 
NSPS, restoring employees to the federal General 
Schedule pay system; and includes other civil service 
provisions. 
           Extracted from  NARFE Web Site and GEMS dtd Nov 13, 2010 
 
 
             

 
 

GEMS -  What is it? 

 
Have you heard of GEMS? Global Electronic Messaging 
System.  NARFE uses this system to update members 
weekly or more often on the happenings in Washington 
that affects active and retired government employees.   
 
Itôs easy to sign up to receive GEMS.  Just log onto 
NARFE.org and have your member number handy.  
Click on MEMBERS and under ñWHAT YOU CAN DO 
ONLINEò you will find ñJOIN GEMSò.  Enter the 
information needed and you are done.  Just sit back and 
wait for your weekly update from GEMS. 

 

Alzheimer’s Report 

 

Alzheimer's disease is predicted to nearly double every 
20 years.  The number of people living with Alzheimer's 
and Dementia is in the millions.  Our vision is a world 
without Alzheimer's and we need your support to help 
accelerate research for a cure, support families living 
with the disease, and promote brain health. When 
making your donations through NARFE, you are assured 
that 100% of your donation goes to research.  Please 
donate by filling out the form below and mailing it and 
your contribution to our treasurer, Sandra Simms, 517 
Hawkins Rd, Clarksville, 37040. 
                                                    Lora Whitney, Alzheimer Chairperson 

FEHB Open Season Nearing End 
 

The Federal Employee Health Benefits Open Season 
runs from November 9 through December 14, 2009.  
You can enroll in, make changes to or cancel a current 
health enrollment.  You can also enroll in, make changes 
to or cancel a current enrollment in the Federal 
Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program 
(FEDVIP) during Open Season. 

 

You must submit your Open Season enrollment 

change before midnight, Eastern Standard Time, on 

December 14 to be considered timely filed. Open 

Season enrollment changes take effect the first day of 

your first full pay period in January.  You can find more 

information in the FEHB Handbook located at 

WWW.OPM.COM. Annuitants can call 888-767-6738 for 

more information and current employees can contact 

their Service Benefits Coordinator at their work location.   
 
 

Congratulations to our Members 
 
Best wishes to our members who are celebrating 
birthdays, anniversaries or other special occasions 
during December, January and February.  Please come 
to our meetings and let us congratulate you in person. 
 
 

Donôt forget to check out the NARFE web site at 

narfe.org and the NARFE Tennessee Federation web 

site at narfetn.org for current information on NARFE 

issues. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.opm.gov/insure/health/reference/handbook/FEHB10.asp#Open Season
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Trip  to the Renaissance Center 

 

Join us on 11 December (Friday) for a trip 
to the Renaissance Center in Dickson for a 
delicious buffet  lunch and show.  Lunch is 
served at 12:00 and the show begins at 
1:00.  We will leave Clarksville (Big Lots 
parking lot) at 10:30 am and caravan to 
Dickson.  You may go on your own if you 
wish.  Just be sure to be there by 11:30.  If 
you need a ride, we will be happy to see 
that you get one.  The tickets are $25 each 
(gratuity not included).  The show is entitled 
"Plaid Tidings".  The charming plaid clad 
quartet blends their harmonic renditions of 
musical hits from the 50's and 60's.  It is a 
holiday show with all the trimmings! 
 
What a wonderful way to get in the 
Christmas spirit!  Mark your calendars now 
and give me a call at 647-6551 to reserve 
your place.  I will need your reservation and 
money by 4 December.  Call soon, I only 
have 30 tickets.  
                                                                       Sandra Simms, Treasurer 
 

 

 

 
 
December Meeting at Ryan’s 
 

The December 10 meeting will be held at 
Ryan’s Family Steak House, 2702 Wilma 
Rudolph Blvd.  The time is changed to 
11:00 AM to 12:00 PM for lunch and the 
meeting will begin at 12:00 PM.  The 
meeting will be short and will include the 
installation of the 2010 Chapter 870 officers.  
After the installation of the officers it will be 
time for fun and games.  Please mark your 
calendar for the location and time changes 
and join us for our Christmas celebration. 
 

 

 

 

 

Join us for our December meeting and luncheon on December 10, 2009 at Ryan’s Family Steak 
House, Wilma Rudolph Blvd, Lunch 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM, meeting 12:00-1:00 PM.    

 

 

National Active and Retired Federal Employees 
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